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This Association possesses a Library, which contains a large 
collection of the best works on Spiritualism and occult subjects, 
and a Reading Room, where Spiritualist and other newspapers and 
periodicals from all parts of the world are regularly supplied. 
The Offices of the Association are open every day, Sundays ex- 
cepted. Saturdays, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. ; other days, from 2 p.m. 
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TERMS OF MEMBERSHIP. 


Country members, with privilege of voting for members 
of Cou cil, and of receiving the reports of the, 
Association .. oe ee .. ee .. .. 

Town members, do., do. oe ow . T Se 

Members, with use of reading-rooms and library, and the 
right of purchasing ticke’s for the séances, aud taking 
out one volume from the lending library es cami E -O. 

Family tick-ts, with all privileges .. «e ee we 2,2 0 
Lown members to be understood as those residing within the 

Metropolitan postal district. 

All communications and enquiries should be addressed to the 
Secretary, Miss C. A. Burke, 38, Great Russell Street, to 
whom Post Office Orders may be made payable, at the Great 
Russell Street Omice. 

CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY, 1880. 

Monday, 2nd.—Discussion Meeting at 8 p.m. Paper by the 
Rev. W. Miall on “ Treatment of Spiritualism 
as a Test of Mental and Moral Qualities.” 

Friday, 6th —Soirée Committee at 5 p.m. Séance Committee at 


o 
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30 p.m. i 

Tuesday, a Committee at 6 p.m. Council Meeting 
at 6.30 p.m. 

Friday, 13th.—Séance Committee at 5.30 p.m. 

Monday, 16th—Discussion Meeting at 8 p.m. Paper by Mr. 
Podmore on “ A Voice from Laodicea,” 

Wednesday, amt heer ne Séance at7 p.m. Medium, Mrs. J. W. 
Fletcher. 

Monday, 23rd.—* x erimental Research Committee at 6.30 p.m. 5 

Wednesda, , 25th.—Trance Séance at 7 pm. Medium, Mrs. J. W. 
Fletcher, 

Lectures will be delivered during the month by Mr. T. Walker, 
of Melbourne, but the dates have not yet been fixed. 
Ù. A. BURKE, Secretary. 


MR. J. J. MORSE, 
TRANCE SPEAKER, 


Is open to receive calls to lecture in all parts of the United 
Kinsdom. A large selection of choice English and Ameriean 
Works upon Spiritualism continually on sale.—Address al ommu- 
Rivacions to J. J. Morse, Progressive Literature Agency, 22, Fala- 
ti.e Road, Stoke Newington, London, N. 


: MR. W. EGLINTON, 


32, FOPSTONE ROAD, EARL'S COURT, 
LONDON, S.W. 


MR. C, E, WILLIAMS, 
61, LAMB'S: CONDUIT STREET, W.C. 
At home daily from 12 till 5. On Thursday and 


‘turday evenjngs from $ o'clock for reception of 
friends, 
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[PRICE TWOPENCE. 


DALSTON ASSOCIATION OF ENQUIRERS INTO SPIRITUALISM 


SERIES of FORTNIGHTLY TUESDAY 

EVENING SUBSCRIPTION SEANCES, under favourable 
test conditions with various mediums, will be continued on 
srd and 17th inst., at 8 o'clock. Medium, Mr. W. G. Haxpy 
A limitei number of Tickets will be issued for each Séance, 
price 2s. 6d. Members can obtain tickets on application, prior to 
date of each Séance, of the Hon. Sec., 53, Sigdon Road, Dalston 
Lane, Hackney Downs, E. 


DALSTON ASSOCIATION OF INQUIRERS INTO 
SPIRITUALISM, 
OTICE is hereby given that the NINTH 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, adjourned from the 
29th of January, will be holden at the Association's Rooms, 53 
Sigdon-road, Dalston, London, E., on thursday Evening, the 12th 
of February, 1880, at 8.30 o’clock precisely, when the Annnal 
Report of the Council and Statements of Account for the year 
ended 31st day of December, 1879, will be submitted to the 
Members for approval und adoption; Election of President and 
other Officers for year 1880; and other business of an important 
character transacted. 

Notice of any proposed alteration in the Constitution and Rules 
of the Association must be sent to the Secretary IN WRITING, one 
week prior to date of the above General Meeting. 

; THOMAS BLY10N. Hon. See, 

53, Sigdon-road, Dalston, London, 4$., 

2oth January, 1880. 


MR. J. WILLIAM FLETCHER, 


RECEIVES DAILY AT 
22, GORDON STREET, GORDON SQUARE, 
From 12 to 6. 
Popric Lecrures at Steinway Hall, Lower Seymour 
Street, on Sunday evenings throughout the year. 


MR. A. H. FIRMAN, 
(Medium of Count de Bullet), 
Will hold his 
HOME CIRCLIE 
Every Tuesday and Friday evenings at Half-past Eight o'clock 


his rooms, 


52, MORNINGTON ROAD, LONDON, N.W. 
Mr. Firman will be at home every day, except Sunday, from 12 
to 5, to make arrangements for Private Sittings. 


EDWIN CLAFTON, 


STORS HILL, OSSETT, 
Begs to notify that he is now open for Engagements as Trance 
Healing Medium. 


MR. WM. G. HAXBY, 


8, SANDALL ROAD, CAMDEN ROAD, N.W 
MESS GODFREY, Curative Mesmerist ang 


Rubber, has REMOVED to 51, George-street, Eusten- 
rad ara a sees ni by a>pointment only. Ladies suf- 
ering from weakness, misp'acement, or prolapsus, speedily cured 
without medicine, Terms moderate, ee ee 
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Proceedings of Societies. 
BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION. 


MEETING OF COUNCIL. 


Tue Council met on Tuesday, January 13th, the 


President, Alexander Calder, Esq., in the chair. 
The other members present were Mr. M. Theobald, 
Mr. E. Dawson Rogers, Mr. Desmond Fitz-Gerald, 
Mrs. Desmond Fitz-Gerald, Mr. E. A. Tietkens, 
Mr. J. W. Fletcher, Mrs. Maltby, Miss H. Withall, 
Mr. Withall, Mr. C. Reimers, Mr. R. Pearce, Rev. 
W. Miall, Dr. Speer, Mr. W. H. Coffin, Mr. R. A. 
March, Mr. E. T. Bennett, Miss Houghton, Rev. 
W. Stainton-Moses, Dr. Wyld, Mr. C. Pearson, 
Mr. T. H. Edmands, and Mr. F. Podmore. 

The meeting was made special, and resolutions 
were passed changing the rate of subscription for 
membership, and making other alterations of rules 
in accordance with notices given at the previous 
meeting. 

On the resumption of ordinary business the Rev. 
Stainton-Moses communicated an offer by Mrs. 
Fletcher to give a series of trance séances at the 
rooms of the association. The offer was accepted 
with cordial thanks to Mrs. Fletcher, and the ar- 
rangements were referred to the Séance Com- 
mittee. 

Presents of books were received from the Rev. 
W. Whitear, Rev. W. Stainton-Moses, Mr. T. 
Robinson, the, Countess of Caithness, Mr. A. 
Vacher, and Mr. W. Tebb, and votes of thanks 
were passed to the donors. 

The Rev. Srarrtox-Moses reported on the part 
of the General Purposes Committee that arrange- 
ments had been made with Mr. T. Walker, of Mel- 
bourne, for a course of lectures in the rooms of the 
Association during the month of February, the 
President having kindly guaranteed the expenses. 
‘The carrying out of the arrangements was referred 
to the Experimental and Research Committee. 

Mr. Dawson Rocers, as chairman of the Séance 
Committee, reported that since the last meeting 
Mrs. Everitt had kindly given a very successful 
séance at the rooms of the Association, and had 
also offered another. As the Council would be 
aware, Mrs. Everitt’s séances were always excep- 
tionally good, and all ker valuable services to the 
cause of Spiritualism were entirely free. He 
moved that a vote of thanks be passed to Mrs. 
Everitt for her kindness. This was cordially 
adopted. 


Tae Seances Wira Mrs. CORNER. 
SEIZURE OF THE MEDIUM, 


Mr. Dawson Rocers said he had now to approach 
a very disagreeable subject—namely, the recent 
seizure of a “form” which turned out to be the 
“form” of the medium, as narrated in a letter 
addressed tothe public journals by Sir George Sit- 
well and Mr. Carl von Buch, and as he had just 
seen those gentlemen in the adjoining room he 
would propose that they be admitted to the Conneil 
Chamber. He should have to report all the facts 
to the Council, and also to review the statements 
which these gentlemen had published, and he 
thought that. it would be very desirable that they 
should be present in the room to hear all that he 
had to say. 
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Several of the Members of the Council expressed 
a very decided opinion that to accede to Mr. Daw- 
son Rogers’ proposal would be to set a very incon- 
venient precedent, and the motion was accordingly 
withdrawn. w 

The following is the letter to which Mr. Dawson 
Rogers alluded :— 


Tue CAPTURE or ‘A Sprm.” 
To the Editor of the Times. 


_ Sir,—We think the following facts wiil be interest- 
ing to the readers of The Times. Some time ago, being 
desirous of investigating the truths of so-called 
Spiritualism, we were advised by an eminent Spiritualist 
to attend the seances held at 38, Great Russell-street 
(British National Association of Spiritualists). Woe 
were assured that the seances conducted at that associa- 
tion were the most genuine in England, and under 
strict test conditions. On our first visit, the medium 
being tied by one of us with great care, no manifesta- 
tions followed. At the second visit (January 2) one of 
us again tied the medium, but under the directions of 
the chairman, who is officially connected with tho 
institution. A ‘spirit’? soon appeared, which we 
were told was ‘‘ Marie,’ and was represented to be 
that of a dead child 12 years of age. She was dressed 
in white, her face covered with a veil, and her arms 
and feet bare. We were surprised to distinguish the 
appearance of a corset under the white robes, and her 
voice and general appearance gave us the idea that it 
was the medium herself—Mrs. Corner (nee Florrie 
Cook). On the third visit, January 9, we were accom- 
panied by a friend, Mr. John C. Fell, engineer, and 
editor of a scientific journal, of 23, Rood-lane, E.C. 
with his wife. The spirit ‘‘ Marie” again appeared, 
and rendered our former suspicions almost certain by 
the audible sound of undressing within the curtain and 
by the ‘‘ unspiritual”’ levity of her behaviour and con- 
versation, One of us by a sudden rush intercepted and 
gently held ‘‘the spirit,” while another dashed into 
the curtains, and drawing them aside, displayed tho 
medium’s empty chair with the knot slipped, her dress 
stockings and boots, and other discarded garments. 
There was sufficient light from a half-obscured candle 
for the captured ‘‘ spirit’? and all the above objects to 
be plainly seen, which latter were handed round for 
inspection and examined by those present. After a few 
minutes—to cover the confusion, we presume—the 
candle was extinguished by the official present, and we 
adjourned to the lower room. All present, except the 
officials, one of whom took refuge in abuse, entirel 
agreed with us and thanked us for exposing the decep- 
tion. 

Now, Sir, we leave general conclusions on Spiritualis 
to others, but what we do claim to have paved ie that 
in the first society of Spiritualists in England, one of 
its best mediums has been detected in personating the 
spirit herself. Not wishing to further occupy “your 
valuable space, we shall be happy to give fuller in- 
formation to any one interested in the cause of truth. 

Georce R. SITWELL. 
: i Cart Von Bucu. 
Witness to the signatures of Sir George R. Sitwell 
and Carl von Buch, F.C.8.:—Jonn ©. FELL 
M.I.M.E., Professor of Mechanics. ; 
23, Rood-lane, E.C., Jan. 10. 


Mr. Dawson Rocers then proceeded. This 
letter, he said, stated that at a séance held at the 
rooms of the Association, on the evening of Friday 
January 9th—and at which he (Mr, Dawson Ro ers) 
was present in his capacity of Chairman of the 
Séance Committee—a form appeared attired in 
white robes, that the form was seized by one of 
the circle, and was found to be the person of the 
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medium (Mrs. Corner), and that the chair to which way been tampered with. Mr. von Buch then 
the medium had been bound was found to be} bound the medium again, but after sitting an hour 


vacant, while several articles of the medium’s 
dress were scattered about the floor behind the 
curtains which were used as a cabinet. He was 
sorry to be obliged to admit that all this was true. 
He would also take this opportunity of stating 
that, in the act of seizure, Sir George Sitwell was 
as gentle and considerate towards the medium as 
the successful accomplishment of his purpose 
would permit, and that he (Mr. Dawson Rogers) 
was sorry that in the heat of the moment he applied 
to Sir George an epithet which he freely confessed 
he ought not to have used. Having made a mis- 
take he had done all he could to remedy it, and had 
personally conveyed the expression of his regret to 
Sir George, who had kindly accepted it. He would 
now briefly state all the circumstances connected 
with this unfortunate affair, prefacing what he had 
to say by the assurance that he had no word of 
censure for Mrs. Corner, that he believed her to be 
totally unconscious, and therefore totally guiltless 
of any deception, and that he was satisfied the 
Council, after hearing his report, would arrive at 
the same opinion. Naturally enough, perhaps, 
some persons would hastily conclude, after what 
had occurred, that notwithstanding all that had 
been heard of Mrs. Corner, she was not a genuine 
medium for physical manifestations, and that the 
Séance Committee ought to have taken more care 
before they accepted her services in that capacity. 
But as a matter of fact great care had been taken. 
At some of the preceding séances she had not only 
been well secured by tying, but her dress had been 
so sewn together that it was simply impossible that 
it could be removed and replaced without detec- 
tion; and he himself had also, when sitting near 
the curtains, put his hands behind them and felt 
the medium’s head, shoulder, arm, and hand at 
the same time that the “form ” was out and visible 
to all the company; and he had reported the fact 
to another member of the committee. He had also 
had recourse to other tests which left no room for 
doubt as to the genuineness of Mrs. Corner's 
mediumship. Then came the question of the pro- 
posed attendance of Mr. von Buch. The rule 
was, as they were aware, that friends of a member 
ere admissible on the member's introduction. 
Mr. von Buch’s mother was a Spiritualist, and a 
highly respectable member of the Association, and 
she had asked that her son and his friends should 
be allowed to attend some séances, and especially 
that Mr. von Buch might be permitted to bind the 
“medium, as he had great confidence in his ability to 
tie securely. Mr. von Buch and Sir George Sit- 
well attended accordingly. In their published 
letter they said, in reference to their first visit, 
“The medium being tied by one of us with great 
care no manifestations followed.” This was not 
correct. Mr. von Buch tied Mrs. Corner with so 
much care that he spent nearly a quarter of an 
hour in the operation, and yet some little while 
after the curtains had been closed raps were heard 
epelling “Tying not satisfactory, look to your 
knots,” and on examination it was found that Mrs. 
Corner was free from all her bonds, the knots and 
the loops which had encircled her waist and wrists 
being all, as far as could be discovered, perfectly 
intact. Mr. von Buch himself examined them, 
and did not even suggest that the knots had in any 


get away, get away ” 


without any result the séance was closed; not, 
however, without an opportunity being afforded to 
Mrs. Corner to play tricks if she had chosen, for 
at the termination of the sitting she called the at- 
tention of the members of the committee who were 
present to the fact that the knots this time were 
slip knots, and that she could easily have got out 
of them if she pleased. And yet these gentlemen 
had in their letter suggested that at the following 
sitting the medium was able to get out because she 
had been on that occasion tied “ under the direc- 
tion ofthe chairman!’ This statement was not a 
correct representation of the case. Knowing that 
the second tying at the preceding séance was alto- 
gether insecure, he (Mr. Dawson Rogers) teld Mr. 
von Buch so, and suggested another method. This 
method Mr. von Buch adopted at the second 
séance, but he did so freely, and could have em- 
ployed any other mode if he had thought it better. 
But how about the third sitting—that at which the 
capture was made? Mr. von Buch did exactly as 
he pleased without a single suggestion being offered 
by any other person. Did he then tie the medium 
securely, and, if not, why not? Be this as it might, 
a “form,” after a little while, came out from the 
curtains at the side, and stood with the hack to the 
wall. It was covered with white drapery over the 
head, face, and shoulders, and had a long white 
robe reaching to the heels, so that the naked feet 
could not be seen except when they were put 
slightly forward from beneath the skirt. While in 
this position Sir George Sitwell made a sudden 
rush, captured the “form,” and, gently holding 
her, exclaimed, “It is the medium; I knew it 
was.” He (Mr. Dawson Rogers) at once stepped 
up, and taking the “form” out of Sir George’s 
hands, threw up the veil to see whether it really 
was Mrs, Corner or not. For the moment he could 
scarcely recognise her, as the eyes had a vacant 
gaze as though there was no consciousness of what 
had occurred. He had been told that at the same 
moment Mr. von Buch rushed forward, and from 
the front of the curtains drew out the empty chair 
and various articles of Mrs. Corner’s apparel; but 
of this, as he was then standing at the side of the 
curtains, he knew nothing. It should be borne in 
mind that when he took Mrs. Corner in this appa- 
rently unconscious state from Sir George’s hands 
she was covered with white drapery as already 
mentioned, Heat once put his arms round her, 
and led her behind the curtains. ‘There, for a 
few seconds, she remained perfectly quiet and 
silent, then trembled violently, and presently ex- 
claimed, “ Where am I? where am I? What is 
it? ‘Yell me, what is it?” He endeavoured to 
soothe her, but finding that she was getting heavy 
in his arms, and fearing that he should not be 
able to prevent her from falling, he proposed to 
lead her out into the adjoining room. She replied, 
“Yes, do!” and he was about to remove her, when 
she suddenly exclaimed, “ Why, I am undressed ; 
He did not, however, feel 
that he could leave her without letting her fall, 


and he therefore called Mrs, Maltby, who received 
her from his hands behind the curtain, and re- 
moved her into another room. Mrs. Ma thy would 
tell them in what condition she was at the time. 


Mrs, Marry; Sho had nothing on but her 
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corset and flannel petticoat, and no white drapery 
whatever. 

Mr. Dawson Rocers: What then had become 
of the drapery? It was impossible that Mrs. 
Corner could have removed and secreted it, for he 
nad his arms round her from the moment he re- 
ocived her from Sir George Sitwell’s hands to the 
moment he placed her in the hands of Mrs. Maltby 
behind the curtains. The published letter already 
alluded to said that to cover the confusion he had 
put the light out. This was altogether untrue. 
The light was at one end of the room, and he at 
the other, and he was engaged all the time as he 
nad said in attending to Mrs. Corner. Moreover, 
j1 another part of the letter, the writers themselves 
admitted that there was suflicient light for the dis- 
carded garments to be handed round for inspec- 
lion. 

Mrs. Marrey said that when she thought the 
candle was no longer needed she put it out her- 
elf. 

Mr. Dawson Rocers had since heard, on very 
good authority, that later the same evening, at a 
séance at Mr. Fletcher’s, with the same medium, 
both the medium and a second “form” were seen 
two or three times at the same moment. At their 
own séance, however, there could be no doubt that 
the draped * form” was Mrs. Corner herself. As 
he had already intimated he was firmly convinced 
tliat Mrs. Corner knew nothing about the fraud, 
ini that it was perpetrated by the controlling 
spirit who had used her without her own volition. 
All experienced Spirithalists knew that this was a 
difficulty in which they were occasionally hable to 
be placed at what were termed ‘materialising 
séances.” It was a perplexing position, and a 
very disagreeable one; but it was one that must 
be faced, except they were disposed to discon- 
tinue the investigation of this branch of physical 
phenomena altogether. He hoped that the Council 
would freely acknowledge the perplexity, and not 
seek to avoid it by leaving it to be inferred that 
there was any guilt on the part of the medium. 
Having attended nearly all her séances in these 
rooms he had the most complete faith in Mrs. 
Corner yet, and he hoped there would be no dis- 
position on the part of the Council to save them- 
selves from a difficulty at her expense. 

Mr. Desmonp Firz-Geratp thought that there 
was no fault to be found with these young gentle- 
men, and that they had acted not only in a proper 
but even in a gentlemanly way. No doubt we had 
Sometimes misinterpreted the scenes which had 
been brought before us at such séances, and had 
thought that these imitations were less frequent 
than they really were. Still he was perfectly 
certain that Mrs. Corner was an excellent medium, 
und he was also satisfied that she was altogether 
guiltless of such deceptions. Their present posi- 
lion was one in which their behaviour would be 
very carefully observed by all genuine truth- 
seekers, but they had three things plainly before 
them to do. First, they must fully exonerate these 
young gentlemen from blame, and must even admit 
that they had taught them a lesson, though they 
had not taught them anything they did not know 
before. Secondly, they must clearly and distinctly 
express their confidence in the medium, even at 
the expense of throwing well-deserved reflections 
on some of the “guides” on the other side. And 


in the third place, they were bound to show a bold 


but honest front in the face of this difficulty, and 
to exercise more caution in the class of phenomena 
presented to investigators in the future. 

Mr. Marcu said that if these gentlemen had 
brought the matter before the Council first, perhaps 
they would not have thought it wise to rush into 
print at all: at the same time he did not think that 
phenomena of this kind should be presented to 
people who knew nothing whatever of the various 
phases of mediumship, unless we could absolutely 
prove by some occult power—which of course we 
could not do—that in such a case as this the me- 
dium was certainly “ possessed.’ Moreover, the 
Council ought to have a written report from the 
Séance Committee, and not merely the speech of 
an advocate entirely in favour of the medium. 

Mr. Dawson Rocers said it was manifestly im- 
possible, in the short time that had elapsed, for the 
committee to have met and agreed to a written 
report. A report would be entered on the minutes 
of the committee as soon as possible, but in the 
meantime it had been necessary to explain all the 
circumstances to the Council at their first meeting 
after the occurrence. 

The Rev. Sraryron-Moszs remarked, in reference 
to the method these gentlemen had adopted in order 
to arrive at the result which they had accomplished. 
that it could not be denied that such methods of 
enquiry would often land a man in a fallacy, and 
that there were powers and phenomena which were 
not amenable to such rude and ready methods of 
investigation. Unfortuna‘ely, however, they an- 
swered Sir George Sitwell’s purpose, and it would 
be impossible to convince the world that he was 
wrong. It was to the last degree deplorable that 
anything of the kind should have taken place, and 
an answer must be made to the damaging state- 
ments which these gentlemen had published. 

Mr. Desmonp Firz-Grnatp said he would move 
that Sir George Sitwell and Mr. von Buch be 
invited into the room, that they might make any 
statement they desired, and hear a brief explana- 
tion of the theory which was compatible both with 
the facts alleged and with the complete innocence 
of the medium. 

The Rev. W. Murr seconded the motion. 

Mr. Corris said he understood that the gentle- 
men were in attendence for the purpose of giving 
some information or suggestion as to the disappear- 
ance of the drapery, and he would move as an 
amendment that they be admitted simply for that 
purpose. 

This amendmenthaving been adopted, Sir George 
Sitwell and Mr. von Buch were invited into the 
Council Room, and took their seats by the side of 
the President. 

Mr. von Bucu said he desired to thank the Coun- 
cil for allowing him to say a few words in reference’ 
to the unfortunate occurrence which had taken 
place. It was due to the Council, as well as to 
himself and Sir George Sitwell, that he should say 
that in the letter which they had addressed to the 
papers they had endeavoured to write fairly and 
impartially. ‘They had come to the séance, not as 
believers it was true, but also certainly not as 
sceptics, for they had been ready to accept any 
evidence which could be offered of the truth of 
Spiritualism, and nothing would have given them 
greater pleasure than to find that they had been 
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wrong in their suspicions of the medium. He had 
been asked, what became ot the spirit’s drapery ? 
and in reply to this he would read an extract from 
Mr. Home's book, “ Lights and Shadows in Modern 
Spiritualism,” which might throw some light on the 
subject. [The extract was to the effect that lady 
mediums secreted the drapery, which was light and 
could easily be packed into a small compass, inside 
their drawers, which, even when mediums were 
searched, were most likely to escape scrutiny. | 

Mr. Dawson RoceErs said that in this case, under 
the circumstances which hehad already explained to 
the Council, such an hypothesis was quite untenable. 

Mr. von Bucu proceeded to state the occurrencés 
which, in his mind and that of his friend, had ex- 
cited suspicion. The movements and slight noises 
behind the curtains after they were closed resem- 
bled, he thought, the act of undressing, while the 
time which elapsed, after the form was last seen, 
till permission was obtained to examine the medium, 
sufficed to enable her to dress and tie herself again. 
It had been suggested that, in doing what they had 
done, they had broken the conditions on which they 
gained admission, and thus acted dishonourably. 
He did not think so; but at the same time he was 
not quite sure that, in such a case, even if they had 
used some little artifice, they would not have been 

‘fully justified. It was admitted that the form 
seized was Mrs. Corner, but she had been excused 
on the grouud that she was in a state of trance; 
but he knew something of cases of somnambulism 
and catalepsy, and did not think that this was one 
of them. 

Mr. Dawson Rocers: Do you know that there is 
such a thing as lucid somnambulism ? 

Mr. von Bucu said he did. 

Mr. Dawson Rocrrs: I have had considerable 
experience of such cases, extending over many 
years, and I have no doubt whatever that this was 
such a case. 

Mr. von Bucu added that he had heard that 
Mrs. Corner had had a successful séance afterwards, 
the same night, but he had been told by a Spirit- 
ualist of experience that no medium could obtain 
manifestations twice the same evening. Anyhow 
it was curious that the medium should be dragged 
off to give another sitting after what had occurred. 
From what he and his friend had done genuine 
Spiritualism, if there was such a thing, would never 
suffer. Mixed up with fraud it could never be 
placed on a strong basis; but if it were true, and 
the experiments honestly conducted, it would sooner 
or later come to the front in spite of all opposition. 

Mr. Corrix asked Mr. von Buch whether on the 
last occasion he took care to tie the medium as se- 
curely as he could. j 

Mr. vor Bucu said he left the knots loose enough 
to be slipped. 

Mr. Corvin: Did you do that purposely, in order 
that the medium might the more easily yet out? 

Mr. von Bucu: Not exaetly that. I thought 
that if it were a case of genuine Spiritualism the 
tying would make no difference, and if it were not 

e sooner we had the manifestations the better. 

Mr. Dawson Rocers: How is it you stated that 
I put out the light? 

. vos Buon: I was told so by one of the per- 
sons present. 

Mrs. Marrey: It was put out by me as the 
perple were leaving. - 


Mr. von Bucu said he was sorry that he had 
made the mistake. : 

Sir Grorex Sirwett said that when he seized 
Mrs. Corner he did so as gently as possible, and 
when she was taken out of his hands the drapery 
remained upon her. He believed the medium was 
on the floor afterwards, and had thus an opportu- 
nity of secreting it. 

Mr. Dawson Koaers replied that the medium was 
not on the floor at all. He held her till Mrs. 
Maltby took her away at his request, and then the 
drapery had disappeared. 

Mr. F'Lercuern, in allusion to aremark which had 
been made by Mr. von Buch, said that Mrs. Corner 
had not been “ dragged off” to his house to give 
another sitting, but having an engagement for a 
séance there had come to excuse herself, but had 
been prevailed upon to try. The result was a very 
successful sitting, at which both the medium and 
the spirit were seen at the same time. : 

Mr. von Bucu said they should be willing to 
have another test séance with Mrs. Corner, and to 
publish the results if satisfactory. 

Mr. von Buch and Sir George Sitwell then left 
the room. 

Mr. Dawson Rocers remarked that after the 
statement he had already made to the Council he 
did not think it necessary to offer any further ex- 
planation. 

Mr. Sratnron-Moses then moved, and Mr. Daw- 
son RoaErs seconded, the adoption of a letter to be 
addressed to the Times and other daily papers, and 
which, after some emendations, was passed unani- 
mously in the following form :— 


Tue Carrurn or ‘A Sprm.” 
To the Editor. 

Sm,—I am directed by the Council of the British 
National Association of Spiritualists to address you in 
reference to a letter which has appeared in the public 
journals from Sir George Sitwell and Mr. von Buch 
respecting a seance held on the 9th inst. at the rooms of 
the Association. 

The letter of these gentlemen presents a substantially 
accurate account of what took place, except in the pas- 
sages which attribute to members of the Council of the 
Association officially present a desire to cloak the truth 
and to afford facilities for deception. 

The Association, in seeking to fulfil the objects for 
which it was established, viz., to assist inquirers into 
the truths of Spiritualism, had thought that they would 
be rendering a public service by affording to members 
and their friends, unable or unwilling to devote the 
time needful for individual piri an opportunity 
of witnessing under favourable circumstances some of 
these phenomena; and they hoped that they had secured 
the best and most: trustworthy means of so doing in 
engaging the services of Mrs. Corner, who, as Mi-s 
Florence Cook, was so completely and exhaustively 
tested by Mr. Crookes, F R.S., and by many other 
competent investigators, including committees of this 
Association in recent experiments. 

Mr. Crookes’s experiments extended over a series of 
years, and were conducted in his own house in the 
presence of his own family, under conditions that seemed 
to preclude deception. His precautions against error 
were, indeed, most elaborate, and his testimony as to 
what he proved is public property. 

The Association was not unaware of the fact that the 
most intricate bonds do not prevent the liberation, by 
some means, of the medium, They knew, moreover— 
strange as the fact may appear to many of your readers 
—that perfectly unconscious persons can be, and fre- 
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quently are, made to personate and act a part wholly 
irrespective of their own volition, just as the mesmeric 
sensitive obeys the suggestions of the mesmeriser. And 
they did not under-estimate the extreme difficulty of 
presenting to uninstructed persons satisfactory results. 
They, however, deemed it their duty to make the 
attempt. 

They can but regret that their well-intentioned 
efforts to this end should, in this case, have had results 
so unsatisfactory as those disclosed by the letter of Sir 
George Sitwell and Mr. von Buch. I am directed to 
add the expression of extreme concern on the part of the 
Council of the Association if, in the heat of the moment, 
any expression should have been used of which those 
gentlemen consider that they have a right to complain. 
—I am, yours respectfully, 

©. A. Burxe, Secretary. 

38, Great Russsell-street, Jan. 13. 

Mr. E. T. Bennett said there was one proposi- 
tion he should like to make, as to which he felt 
very strongly that it would assist in placing the 
Council in a proper and good position before both 
Spiritualists and the public. He hoped the motion 
would be adopted by the Council quite independent 
of the question as to whether it could be carried 
out, or whether any results were likely to be ob- 
tained. He moved that, if Mrs. Corner’s consent 
can be obtained, the Séance Committee be requested 
to accede to the wish of Sir George Sitwell and 
Mr. von Buch, and to arrange for a séance with 
Mrs. Corner on these premises; Sir George Sitwell 
and Mr. von Buch to be at full liberty to make 
such arrangements as may be satisfactory to them- 
selves, to test the nature of any manifestations or 
phenomena which may appear. 

Mr. D. G. Frrz-GeraLD seconded the motion. 

Mr. Sramston-Mosrs and Mr. Dawson Rocrrs 
strongly objected to the proposal as likely to lead 
to difficulties and to be productive of no good. 

On being put to the Council the motion was lost 
by a large majority. 

This brought the proceedings to a close. 


DALSTON ASSOCIATION, 


physical manifestations were experienced while the 
medium, Mr. Wm. G. Haxby, was securely held by 
Messrs. R. Bodmer and T. Blyton. At the same 
séance the medium was carefully bound with a 
silken cord, passed through a button-hole of his 
coat, and secured with several fast knots tightly 
around his waist, then to the back of the ehair, and 
the two ends sealed. The medium was then placed 
in the back séance room, the sitters seating them- 
selves in the front room, in which the gaslight was 
subdued, but leaving sufficient to render the imme- 
diate surroundings clearly discernible. Neither 
the folding doors nor curtains were used, so that 
the two rooms were undivided, although the back 
room was placed in darkness. A very interesting 
series of form manifestations were observed, in 
several cases coming well forward into the light 
and standing in contact with the sitters, allowing 
of close and careful scrutiny of the features and 
other details. At the close of the stance the 
medium was discovered with the bonds intact. 

At the séance on the 16th ult., after the usual 
dark circle manifestations, the medium was placed 
in his chair in a gauze net, which was sewn up, 
but no form manifestations were obtained, and it 
was agreed to repeat the experiment at the next 
séance on the 3rd inst. 


Mr. Thomas Walker writes that he will arrive 
in London on. Saturday next, 7th inst., and is de- 
sirous of opportunities for lecturing in the metro- 
polis during his stay. He will deliver a discourse 
on Sunday evening next, Sth inst., at 7 o'clock, at 
the rooms of the Dalston Association, 53, Sigdon- 
road, Dalston-lane, close to Hackney Downs Rail- 
way Station. A cordial invitation is held out to 
Spiritualists to attend. 


FORTNIGHTLY DISCUSSION. 

Mr. W. Eglinton, hon. member, read a paper 
on “ Mediums and Mediumship” before a large 
attendance on Monday, the 12th ult., under the 
presidency of the Rev. W. Miall. The paper, 
which was listened to with evident interest, appears 
in the columns of our contemporary, the Spiritualist, 
of the 16th ult. The usual vote of thanks to Mr, 
Eglinton and the chairman brought a very pleasant 
evening to a close. 


Annuat GENERAL MEETING. 

Consequent on the small attendance at the 
annual general meeting announced for Thursday 
evening last, 2gth ult., it was resolyed to adjourn 
the meeting to Thursday evening week, the 12th 
inst., at 8.30 o'clock, when members are urgently 
desired to attend as important business is to be 
transacted. 


Corres of the first volume of the Psychological 


SESSION or Councit. 


Ar a meeting of the Council on Thursday evening, 
22nd ult., Mr. Thos. K. Howden in the chair, a 
letter of resignation of the presidency was read 
from Mrs. Amelia Corner, whose ill-health has 
compelled her for some time past to take no part 
in the Council nor in the weekly meetings of the 
Association. The resignation was accepted, and a 
vote of thanks was accorded to Mrs. Corner for 
presiding over the proceedings of Council during 
her term of office. Mr. Jonathan Tozeland was 
appointed president. Letters of general interest 
were read from Mr. C. W. Pearce, F.S.S., Mrs. C 
Rees, Mr. Alex. Calder, Mr. G. R. Tapp, and Mr. | Review, presented by Mr. W. Tebb, have recently been 
Thos. Shorter. Mrs. M. A. Macauley, Messrs. accepted by tho committees of various public libraries 
Frank Everitt, H. S. Webb, and Henry Chas. and institutions. The Secretary of the Nineteenth 
Davis were elected ordinary members. The report Century Club at Brighton very courteously thanked 
and statement of accounts for the past year were Mr Tobbforh ia Mp darreeta Mana roar the 
ie ea . 
a gust a a E E AE ned 
d e eats hbis appe: 0 e. . > 
Corner to visit the Association on Thursday even- on rE 


j l h amount raised is by no means suficient yet, and, 
ing, 26th inst. ‘The Council then adjourned. though some friends have subscribed generously, tho 
SUBSCRIPTION SEANCES. 


list is not at present very creditable to tho generosity 
i Š 3 of Spiritualists generally. There are thousands who 

The fortnightly Tuesday evening séances were | could afford a shilling a-piece, but who have not yet 
held on the 6th and zoth ult. On the first men- | contributed; and yet even shillings would be grate- 
tioned date some remarkably good dark circle | fally received. ; 
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Reports of proceedings of Societies or Committees, and announce 
ments of their prospective arrangements, in as succinct a form & 
possible, and authenticated by the signature of a responsible officer 
are solicited for insertion in SPIRITUAL Notes. Mediums and 
Lecturers are also invited to forward particulars of their prospective 
engagements forannouncement. Members of home or select circlee 
will oblige by contributing brief records of séances for publication; 
and Inguirers forming new circles are especially invited to report 
their proceedings, and to state any difficulties which may arise in 
the course of their investigations, with the view of permanently 
recording results and obtaining advice from other investigators. 

To ensure early insertion reports should reach the Editor not 
later than 23rd of the month; and correspondents are requested to 
write legibly, and on one side of the paper only. 

The Editor cannot undertake the return of manuscripts unless 
the writers expressly request it at the time of forwarding, and 
enc ose stamps for the return postage. 

All communications should be addressed to Mr. Thomas Blyton, 
53, Sigdon Road, Dalston, E. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

The Annual Subscription for “Spreitvan Notes,” post free 
within the United Kingdom, is 28. 6d., payaole in advance. 

Societies can obtain a monthly parcel, for sale or distribution 
amongst their members or others, on special terms, J art.culars on 


application. 
ADVERTISEMENT CHARGES. 

Five Lines in column (abort ten words to line), 3s. 6d. Each 
additional line, 6d. Whole column, {1 158. Whele page, £3. A 
reduction made for a series of insertions. 

Orders must reach the Office by the 25th of the month to be in 
time for the following mouth’s issue. 


To Correspondents, 


2x2=4 and R. A. J.—We thank you for your kind 'etters. They 

contain rome excellent thoughts and suggestions. But our 
pages are already very full of the same subject. 

J. I.—Your sympathy with the medium is certa’nly not mis- 

laced. We wire pleased to read your very kind remarks. 

Je lve similar expressions from several other co: respondents. 


—_——— - 


THE SEIZURE OF A MEDIUM. 

Ix our report of the proceedings of the Council of 
the B.N.A.S., our readers will find a full and par- 
ticular account of the recent capture of a medium 
by Sir George Sitwell. The circumstance has of 
course been greedily seized by the public press as 
an opportunity for a vast amount of ridicule and 
abuse. Men who know nothing of Spiritualism, 
and have probably never witnessed a single séance 
in their lives, have daringly written as though they 
had the whole subject at their fingers’ ends. They 
disbelieve and scoff because they do not know, and 
have never sought to learn ; and they stigmatise as 
fools those who do believe because conviction has 
come to them as the result of years of intelligent 
and careful research. But we can afford to bear 
the reproaches of the ignorant, for the time has 
happily gone by when any man need hesitate boldly 
to avow his faith in phenomena the existence oí 
which is admitted by all who have entered upon 
the investigation without prejudice and pursued it 
without impatience. When the sceptics desire 
the truth they will be able to find it, and their con- 
version is but a work of time. . 


With our long and ample experience we have no 
difficulty in arriving at the conclusion that on the 
occasion of the recent seizure Mrs. Corner was 
completely guiltless of deception, To the unini- 
tiated, appearances were admittedly unfavourable 
to this construction. But that we cannot help, and 
we are by no means disposed to cry over the fact, 
however disagreeable it may be for the moment. 
Unfortunately we know but too well that mediums 
in the hands of a spirit, like a sensitive in the 
hands of a mesmerist, are sometimes mace to act a 
part of which they themselves are totally uncon- 
scious. Of course there are men who would much 
rather believe that a lady, whose conduct had been 
regarded as irreproachable, had. in truth lent her- 
Self to the basest artifices, than admit the possi- 
bility of her being controlled by an occult or 


s| abnormal power. But Spiritualists have long since 


recognised that such a power is sometimes exer- 
cised. It is a fact the presence of which has been 
openly acknowledged and anxiously discussed in 
Spiritualistic circles and in Spiritualistie journals. 

The recent episode, therefore, has brought to us 
no new discovery, and no experienced Spiritualist 
will tind in it the slightest occasion for dishearten- 
ment, sure as he is that his faith is based on the 
solid ground of well ascertained facts. Butit must 
be freely admitted, nevertheless, that the event has 
once more reopened the whole question of the value 
of what are known as “materialisation” séances, 
or, if they have any value, of the prudence of pre- 
senting the phenomena to the uninitiated. The 
question undoubtedly is one of supreme import- 
ance, and deserves the renewed and earnest con- 
sideration, not only of the B.N.A.S., but of all 
Spiritualists everywhere. None can more com- 
pletely realise than we do the vastly superior value 
uf the higher manifestations; but these are not 
always to be had, and there are, confessedly, seme 
minds to which, on their first introduction to Spiri- 
tualism, they are not adapted. There are men so 
absorbed in materialism that they can believe in 
nothing which they cannot see and handle; so that 
we must be cautious lest, in our laudable desire to 
present to inquirers none but the best phases of 
our faith, we sweep away the only evidence which 
such men require. If the ‘“ materialisation” of 
spirits be a fact, as Spiritualists generally acknow- 
ledge, the fact must have its value, and that value 
cannot ke disregarded. 

Whether “ materialisation” séances can be sur- 
rounded by improved conditions, and conducted 
under better guarantees for genuineness, is another 
question. One thing at least is certain, that we 
must discountenance deceiving spirits as ñrmly 
and as fearlessly as we would discountenance de- 
ceiving mediums. Spirits must be told that, if 
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they cannot manifest themselves, they must be 
content with failure, and that they must not 
attempt to delude the sitters by compelling the 
mediums to act the part of personation. The 
mediums, too, must be secured in such a way that 
they cannot be removed from the screen or cabinet 
without instant detection; and even screens and 
cabinets must be abolished as soon as we haye a 
single medium through whom materialisations can 
be produced without their use. But till then we 
must be content with the best safeguards which 
experience and ingenuity can devise. 


Rates. 


We refer our friends to the “agenda” printed on 
our first page for particulars of the interesting work 
arranged by the British National Association for the 
present month. 


Ir is a hopeful sign that increased attention is being 
paid to the higher aspects of Spiritualism. One of 
the wants of the present time is a Spiritualism with 
more of Spirituality in its composition, and with less 
of mere Phenomenalism; with more definite religious 
influence, and with less exclusive attention to the 
wonder-exciting manifestations of spirit power. That 
these latter have in England attracted a very pre- 
ponderating share of attention is one of the strongest 
evidences of the hold that materialism has gained on 
modern thought. Foritis but materialism in another 
phase, this dragging down of spirit to the plane of 
matter, this exclusive at'ention to what, after all, are 
only the objective evidences of that which, in order 
to realise its full glory, we must observe in some more 
fitting manner than by pinning our eyes to earth. 
The phenomena of Spiritualism have their use, and 
their place, but the use is subservient to something 
higher than themselves, and their place does not fill 
the whole range of obsrryation if only the observer 
have an eye to the mental and religious needs of 
humanity. 


Turse reflections receive illustration from a volume 
on “ Spiritualism as a New Basis of Faith” which 
Mr. Farmer has just put forth. In it he covers a 
ground of argument very similar to that which is 
traversed in an essay on “ Spiritualism in Some of its 
Religious Aspects,” now appearing in our contempo- 
rary The Psychological Review from the pen of 
“ M.A.” (Oxon.). Both writers make much of the 
contrast between the old stereotyped creeds which 
fail so signally to satisfy modern requirements, and 
the simple dignity of the teachings of the Spirits 
about God, and His dealings with humanity. Both 
deplore the attitude of theology to Spiritualism, and 
note the parallel between this modern intolerance and 
the treatment that Christ’s teaching received at the 
hands of the Pharisees and rulers of the Jewish 
Church. Both stigmatise the unworthy attitude of 
Science to the New ‘Iruth, and point out that this 
has been the bigoted treatment that all new and un- 
Welcome facts have received. And both look to Spiri- 
tualism to bridge the gulf between Theology and 
Science in the future. 


` Mr. Fanmer introduces a resumé of the teachings 
of Spiritualism as understood by the late Robert Dale 
Owen, and gives also one of hisown. Another will 


be found in the essay already alluded to, and it is 
singular to note the substantial agreement between 
them. It is not suggested that all spirits agree in 
their teaching. Many who presume to teach would 
do better to commence with some elementary lessons 
themselves. And the theological peculiarities of earth 
life cling to many teachings that pretend to autho- 
rity; but underlying all these are the articles of a 
creed very different from that which the churches 
favour. What this is inquirers have now opportunity 
of discovering. 


A very useful feature in Mr. Farmer’s book is a 
statement of stock objections to Spiritualism, with 
answers thereto from standard writers. He says 
rightly that “the stock of objections is necessarily 
limited, and they have been so often preferred, and so 
often answered, that nothing very new can really be- 
urged in reply.” He has done excellent service in 
collecting together a statement of what can be urged 
proand con, and many an inquirer will be thankful to 
have specious objections which he will hear again and 
again answered and refuted by men who have had 
experience in what must be to all, when first intro- 
duced to it, a perplexing and bewildering subject, 


"THe new life of Bishop Wilberforce contains a 
testimony to his many-sided interest in all problems 
that met him in the course of his life. In the course 
of a letter to a very dear friend of his wife’s, dated 
from Lavington, January 8, 1845, he thus speaks of 
Mesmerism :—“ I am very deep in Mesmerism, and 
can find no solid foot-ground. I am endeavouring, 
by reading, really to master it. My present inclina- 
tion is to think of it as quite allowable, but some 
points still perplex me. . . It has suddenly been 
brought before me. . . . A parishioner, wealthy, 
eccentric, and a deep student . . . wrote to ask 
for an interview. I gave an hour to him, when it 
appeared that (1) he had read my sermons, (2) thought 
nothing so intellectual and peautiful had ever before 
appeared on theology (N.B. He had never read any 
theology), (3) and wished therefore to open up his 
mind to me; (4) had been all his life a deep and dis- 
satisfied searcher after knowledge; . . . that, two 
years ago, he had his attention called to mesmerism, 
followed it up to alchemy ; magnetised his daughter; 
found her a most first-rate clairvoyant; with the 
aid of her development advanced till he found that 
all real alchemy was magnetism; all its furnaces, 
crucibles, &c., a blind for the world; that the philo- 
sopher’s stone was the power of creating, by being 
placed en rapport with creative power. . . . Iam 
to see him again next week; have borrowed a set of 
his books, which I am devouring, to come, if possible, 
to what magnetism is.” 


Later in the year he writes further :—“ I went down 
with Rob. (his brother) and Lord Morpeth to see 
Pyne at his mesmerising. . . Finding a larger 
number of patients than he could attend to we three 
undertook others, and I sent two into a deep mag- 
netic sleep, one instantly, and one soon.” The ex- 
tracts ce»se in the first volume at this point. When 
the others are published it may be seen, if the evidence 
is not suppressed, that the Bishop knew more of the 
subject of Spiritualism than many of his admirers 
were aware of. In person and temperament he was 
just the man to exercise magnetic influence over 
others, and his whole career shows abundantly that 
his great oratorical success and personal influence 
were traceable largely to this cause. He hada keen 
interest in the modern movement which, to his clear 
insight, was near akin to the old interference with 
human events, but he was hampered, as so many with 
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his training and surroundings have been, by the fear 
that it was inspired by that spirit of Antichrist that 
he believed was being manifested in the ‘ latter days.” 
He did not see enough of it to become aware how one- 
sided a view he held, but he was keenly alive to the 
reality of the phenomena of modern Spiritualism, 


Ir any of our readers like good ghost stories they 
will find the Rev. B. W. Savile’s book on “ Appari- 
tions,” a second edition of which has just been pub- 
lished, exactly suited to their taste. Many of the 
stories are just as weird and uncanny as many of the 
tales which are specially invented for winter reading, 
but they have the advantage over the iatter in that 
they are narratives of facts carefully investigated and 
verified. Some of them are of remarkable interest, 
and in a few instances Mr. Savile himself— 
learned as he is in ghost-lore—is evidently not 
a little puzzled, especially when he has to tell 
of a ghost which is “not transparent,” and which 
can speak “in a clearly audible voice.” Clearly the 
rey. gentleman might with advantage share some of 
the experiences with which Spiritualists are so fami- 
liar. In his next edition—if Mr. Savile will accept 
he suggestion—he will do well to omit the ghosts 
who appeared long centuries ago, and record more of 
the well attested apparitions of modern days. There 
are plenty ready to hand, and the witnesses are still 
amongstus. A case in point is that of the apparition 
which appeared to the Rev. Dr. Jessopp, of Norwich, 
at the residence of Lord Orford, and the narrative of 
which, from Dr. Jessopp’s own pen, has recently ap- 
peared in the public prints. The writer of this para- 
graph has a personal knowledge of Dr. Jessopp, and 
knows that implicit reliance may be. placed both on 
his word and on his judgment. 


Mr. Fowter, the eminent phrenologist, of 107, Fleet 
Street, has commenced the publication of a new 
monthly serial, the Phrenological Magazine, which we 
have pleasure in commending to the attention of our 
readers. In his introductory address, Mr. Fowler, 
while reminding the public that his main idea is 
phrenology, promises the free discussion of kindred 
topics, and his first number has, accordingly, a very 
interesting article on a subject which is very much 
akin to Spiritualism—namely, ‘‘ The Study of Psy- 
chology.” The article treats very ably several phases 
of the question, and in speaking of clairvoyance states 
that the late Prince Consort is said to have more than 
once had intelligence of important actions in the 
Crimea, during the war with Russia, through a clair- 
voyante long before news thereof came to hand in the 
ordinary way. Can any of our readers furnish 
evidence of the truth of this statement? There isa 
widespread belief that some of the members of the 
Royal Family take a very lively interest in Spiritualism 
and in matters of a kindred character, but the assertion 
should not be made except on the very best authority. 
The first number of the Phrenological Magazine is full 
of promise, and we heartily wish it the most complete 
success, 


Mr. Cunistiax Rermers is always interesting 
whether he writes or speaks, and he does the one as 
copiously and as well as the other. His artistic gifts, 
too, prevent the suspicion of his being a man gifted 
with only a single idea; and this charm will win more 
readers for his chatty pamphlet, “ False Lights and 
Dark Spots in Spiritualism,” than might have been 
the case had he produced a folio of recondite matter 
on one phase of the subject alone. But why does Mr. 
Reimers start with what Archbishop Whately would 


have called a “ question-begging” interrogation ? 
He says, “ Why is Spiritualism progressing so slowly?” 
Is it progressing slowly? That is the point. It is 
quite open to discussion. Even if the progress were 
slow it might still be sure. Butisit slow? On the con- 
trary,many think that Spiritualism was never making 
such quiet way as at present. They would even 
demur to Mr. Reimers’ further question, and meet it 
with a point-blank affirmation at last. He says :— 
“ Why, with such an imposing staff of believers from 
amongt the highest in intellect and rank of society is 
Spiritualism not getting to the front, to be the universal 
question of the day ?? The demandis made, of course, 
in order to introduse the subsequent sketch of the 
false lights and dark spots, and very amusingly does 
Mr. Reimers hit folly as it flies. There is, no doubt, 
folly mixed up with Spiritualism as well as with most 
other mundane matters—not much more or much less 
—and if folly has no sterner satirist than Mr. Reimers 
in this pleasant volume, it may consider itself 
remarkably fortunate, : 


On Monday, January 19, Dr. Maurice Davies com- 
menced a series of Monday evening lectures addressed 
to a congregation of religious inquirers, at St. Andrew’s, 
Tavistock Place (Ven. Archdeacon Dunbar). Dr. 
Davies has already preached from this pulpit on 
Spiritualism, and purposes to regard the life of “ the 
Man Christ Jesus ” from a supernatural point of view 
between this time and Whitsuntide, keeping pace with 
the ecclesiastical seasons in the interim. The first 
service was well attended, though Dr. Davies has 
chosen a bad night, as his lecture clashes with the 
fortnightly papers at the B.N.A.S. This has been 
pointed out to him, and he is about to change to 
Wednesdays. The first lecture was introductory, and 
the second, on Jan. 26, was entitled “ Dream-world, 
or the Gospel of Infancy,” dealing with the earliest 
life of Christ, and dwelling particularly on the 
numerous visions, apparitions of angels, dreams, &c., 
which occurred. Dr. Davies also pointed out the 
strong attestation of the truth of astrology conveyed 
in the confirmed prediction of the Epiphany star. 
Such lectures in our Anglican Church form quite a 
new point of departure. è 


Mr. Tos, WALKER, of Melbourne, who has gained 
eonsiderablo reputation as a trance speaker, will give 
some lectures during the present month at the rooms 
of the British National Association. At the time of our 
going to press the dates have not been fixed, but they 
may be ascertained on application to the Secretary, at 
38, Great Russell Street, W.C. 


MIDLAND DISTRICT COMMITTEE. 
QUARTERLY CONFERENCE, 


~~ 


Tue fifth Conference of the above body was held 
at Walsall on Sunday, January 25th, at 2.30 p.m. 
The meeting was held in the Spiritualists’ Lecture 
Room, High-street ; Mr. R. Harper, of Birming- 
ham, President of the Conference, in the chair. 
There was a fair attendance. The financial state- 
ment showed a balance in hand of £1 ros. rod. 
after all charges were paid. The guarantee fund 
now amounts to £116 5s. In consequence of the 
late hon. secretary’s removal from the Midland 
Counties he resigned his office, and Mr. Farns- 
worth, Crosly-street, Derby, was appointed in his 
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Place. A very cordial vote of thanks was unani- 
mously passed to Mr. Morse for the admirable 
Manner in which he had discharged his duties, 
Coupled with expressions of regret that the Con- 
ference Committee were losing his valuable ser- 
Vices. It was resolved to hold the next conference 
in Nottingham in April next. 

A trance address was delivered through Mr. 

orse in the same place, at 6.30 p.m., on the same 
date, the hall being crowded, some visitors being 
obliged to stand. The subject selected was “A 
Critic Criticised ; or, Spiritualism Vindicated from 
8 Recent Attack by A. R. Barfield.” Mr. Barfield 
1s a Congregational minister. ‘The lecture was an 
admirable and dispassionate, but crushing, review 
of Mr. Barfield’s discourse, the friends speaking in 
high terms of the courtesy and ability displayed by 
Mr. Morse’s “ guides” in treating the subject. 

Spiritualism in the above town is in a satisfac- 
tory condition, and much of the good results 
attained are due to the zeal and untiring energy of 
ur. T. Blinkhorn, who works hard early and 
ate. 


NEWCASTLE SPIRITUAL EVIDENCE 
SOCIETY. 


Tue lectures during the past month have been 
given by Mr. James Wright, of New Mills (who 
has become quite popular amongst the Spiritualists 
of the northern metropolis), by the Rev, W. Stod- 
dart on 29th of December, and by Mr. J. J. Morse 

On the 4th and 5th of January. On the r1th of 
` January Mr. Westgarth lectured on “ The Spirits ; 
their States and Surroundings, and Cause of Un- 
truthful Messages;”’ and on Sunday, the 18th inst., 
Mr. E. W. Wallis’s guides occupied the platform. 
There were very large audiences on each occasion. 

A happy evening was held on New Year’s Eve. 

ea was provided for a large number at six o’clock. 
After tea a concert was held, at which a crowded 
audience was present. Mr. John Mould was in the 
chair. Songs, readings, and recitations were given 
by Misses Coltman and Turner, Messrs. 8. Comp- 
ton, F. Young, J. Chapman, J. Woodman, H. C. 
Brougham, Mr. Patterson (Birmingham), &e., &c., 
anda very happy time was spent until the New Year 
Was a half an hour old. Votes of thanks concluded 
the proceedings. 

_ A similar meeting was held on Wednesday even- 
ing, the 21st inst., in aid of the funds of the society. 

emarkable phenomena of an astounding character, 
puzzling the wise and astounding the ignorant, 
Still take place under the mediumship of Miss 
Vood, who sits under the most strict test con- 
tions. 

The Improvement Society still continues to do 
effective work. Wednesday evening, December 24th, 
Was devoted to the rendering of songs, readings, 
and recitations by Messrs. T.. Boyett, J. D. Smed- 
Ky, R. H. Mould, C. E. Gillespy, H. Burton, J. 

+ Routledge, &c., and a very pleasant evening 
was spent, The essays during the past month 
have been well attended and highly appreciated by 
large audiences, and have been on “Parentage : 
its Laws and Duties,” by Mr. J. J. Morse on 
J anuary 7th, and on the 14th ult. on “ The Different 
Kinds of ,” by Mr. H. C. Brougham, editor of 
the Newcastle Examiner. 


SPIRITUALISM UNFIT FOR A RELIGION. 


To the Editor. 


Smr,—However conscious that a great deal of 
my co-workers in the cause will differ from my 
views, I nevertheless submit my opinion to your 
readers, and I should like to hear from those who 
may agree with them. A deal of what I will say 
doesn’t apply to the circle with honest friends at 
home, nor do I mean to underrate the many 
splendid phenomena of every description occa- 
sionally obtained by private or public mediums. 
I take Spiritualism to be unfit for a religion, and 
also for a basis on which to build a new system ; 
but I appreciate it highly as the most interesting of 
sciences, and a great aid to our intellectual and 
moral development, and I will give briefly my 
reasons for thinking so. Spiritualism is unfit for 
a religion and as a basis for new moral rules, 
because it cannot be supposed that the allwise 
Ruler of the Universe would gend a host of ghosts 
to instruct and guide us a great many of whom 
are liars ov cheats. This seems clear enough. We 
must have the courage to tell this, and are 
authorised to do so by the numberless lies, con- 
tradictions, false predictions, errors, nonsensical 
communications, unreliable revelations, and asser- 
tions impossible to verify which come from them. 
On the other hand, we have the tricking of spirits 
and of some of their instruments, which warn us 
in this sense, as if the first points did not yet 
weigh enough. More, the history of Spiritualism 
tells us on every page that they who put their 
entire trust in the spirit world and let themselves 
be guided ever in material affairs end in misfortune 
and get shipwrecked. Later on I hope to tell 
some remarkable stories to prove this to them who 
doubt this. Moreover, we don’t want a new 
religion, and we possess such excellent rules for 
morals given through wise and good fellow-men 
of different countries and times, that we can 
afford to lay aside the “instructions” from indi- 
vidualities whom we can’t see nor control, and as 
to whom in most cases we don’t know who they 
are. I think this plainly spoken, as well as 
simple and logical. 

I have said I consider Spiritualism as the most 
interesting of sciences, and a mighty aid to our 
development, and granting this, we should deal with 
it accordingly; that is to say, as a science. It is 
time that Spiritualists who want truth and only 
truth should take it as a rule never to publish 
reports about séances under conditions which are 
not perfectly calculated to exclude tricking. The 
light, or holding the medium hand and foot, are 
such conditions. Cabinet binding or fastening, is 
of no use in the presence of the marvellous power 
of spirits to undo every fastening in a moment, 
and to transport things or persons through walls, 
&c., as we know they can. 

It is time also that we should know whether in 
any case mediums are freed by spirits and made 
to move things with their own hands, or whether 
the spirits do it; whether mediums are brought 
out to act as “ materialisations,” or whether we 
see a real one, and so on, at every séance. 

No true-hearted mediums will object to this, 
and if they reflect they will see that just those 
persons who want them to have their own ways 
in every séance are their worst enemies, and 
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expose them to bad influences from the spirit 
world. 

T think for professional mediums who work for 
money the best way is to be open-hearted in 
‘verything, and to put themselves at the full dis- 
] osition of the inquirers, who themselves in such 
í ases have to bear the failures when tt ey act un- 
wisely. Of course I mean honest inquirers. 

By acting in the way indicated in my short 
article we show, I think, that we don’t want to 
make fools of ourselves.—Truly yours, 

A. J. Riko. 

The Hague, Holland, January, 1880. 


Arrangements for February. 


*.* Secretaries of Societies, Mediums, Lecturers, and 
others, are requested to furnish their notices to the 
Editor of Sprriruai Notes by the 23rd of each month 
to ensure their publication in the following issue. 


BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
SPIRITUALISTS. 


(Secretary : Miss Burke.) 
(For the Calendar of Work for February see Advertising 


columns), 


BRIXTON PSYCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 
t, Akerman-road, Brixton. 
(Hon. Secretary, A. E. Francis) 

The object of the Society is to promote the study 
of Psychoiogy and Spiritualism, and kindred subjects. 

Memvers. have the privilege of attending séances 
with well-known mediums, aud are entitled to the vse 
of books on Spiritualism from the Library. h 


CARDIFF PIRITUAL SOCIETY. 

(H> thtield House, 1, West Luton Race, Cardiff. 
President: Mr. Ress Lewis. Hon. Sec.: Mr. A. J. 
Emart.) y 

Sundays.—Public meeting, at 6.30 p.m. 

Wecnesdays.—Developing circle. 

Thursdays.—Materialisation, or Physical Manifesta- 

tations (for members). 


DALSTON ASSOCIATION OF ENQUIRERS INTO 
SPIRITUALISM, 
(Hon. Secretary: Thos. Blyton, 53, Sigdon Road, 
Dalston, E.) 


Tuesday, 3rd. ~Snbscription Séance, at 8. Mr. w.| 
G. Haxby, medium. Admission, 
2s. Ed. 

Thur day, 5th.—Ordinary Weekly Experimental Sé- 


ance, at 8. 

Sunda;, 8:h.—Inspirational Address by Mr, Thomas 
Walker, at 7. 

Monday, 9th.—Discussion. “Mediums and our Rela- 
tions to them,” to be opened by 
Mr. Thomas Shorter, Hon. Member. 
t hiir at 8.30. ; 

Thursday, r2th.—Session of Council, at 645. Ad- 
journed Annual General Meeting, at 
8.30. 

Tuesday, 17th.—Subscription Séance; at 8. Mr. W. 
G. Haxby, medium. Admission, 


28. 6d. 
Thursday, 19th.—Ordinary Weekly Experimental Sé- 
ance, at 8, 


Monday, 23rd.—Discussion. ‘ Some of the Spiritual 
Teachings of the Great Pyramid,” 
to be opened by Mr. C. W. Pearce, 

. F.S.S. Chair at 8.30. 

Thursday, 26th.—Special Seance, at 8. 


GLASGOW ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS. 
(President: J. Walker, Esq. Hon. Sec. : Mr. J. Coates 
65, Jamaica-street), 

Lectures every Sunday morning, at 11.30, in Hall, 
164, Trongate; and evening, at 6.30, Trades Hall, 
Glassford-street. 


GREAT YARMOUTH ASSOCIATION OF INVESTI- 
GATORS INTO SPIRITUALISM. 


(Secretary: Mr. R. R. Dale, 3, Waterpark Terrace, 
Southtown Road, Great Yarniouth 


Sundays.—lInstructive Seances, at which Discourses 
are delivered. 

Tuesdays. —Investigators’ Seance. 

Thursdays.—Development Séance. 


HACKNEY SPIRITUAL EVIDENCE S0CIETY 
(6, Field View Terrace, London Fields, E. Mr. C. R. 
Williams, Manager ) 

Sundays, a 1630for7p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
at 8 p.m.—Séances for Materialisa- 
or Form Manifestations. 

Wednesdays, at 8 p.m —Dark Experimental Séance. 
Dvilitualists only, or by introduction. 

Mondays and Saturdays, at 8 p.m.—Inquirers’ Séances 
for Experiments in Mesmerism, 
Clairvoyance, and Physical Medium- 
ship. 

Voluntary Contributions towards expenses. 


MARYLEBONE ASSOCIATION, 
(Quebec Hall, 25, Great Quebec-street.) 
Monday, 16th.—Vocal and Elocutionary Entertain- 
ment, Miss Annie Waite, Mr. Ivor 
MacDonnell, and several rising 
artistes and amateurs, will kindly 
: give their assistance. 
Doors open at 7.30, to commence at 8 prompt. 
| Admission 6d. and 18, 
| Sunlay mornings, at 11.15, Class for Spiritual De- 


Admission free. 
Sunday evenings, at 6.45, Lectures and Addresses. 
Admission free. A Seance is also 
| held. Admission 6d. 
| Tuesday evenings, at 8.30, Lectures and Discussions. 
Admission free. 
Wednesday evenings, Members’ Séance. 
Saturday evenings a Séance is held. Admission 6d. 
Terms of, membership, 1s. per quarter, 


| velopment and Social Improvement. 


| NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE SPIRITUAL EVIDENCE 
SOCIETY, 
(Weir's court, Newgate-street. President: J. Mould. 
Hon, Secretary: H. A, Kersey.) 

Sunday, rst,—Mr, J. J. Morse, Trance Addess, at 2 3° 
and 6 30. 

Monday, 2nd.—Mr. J. J. Morse, Trance Address, at 7.3% 

Sunday, Sth.—Mr. W. Westgarth, Iuspirational Ad- 
dress, at 6.30. 

Sunday, 15th.--Mr. Jas. Wright, Trance Address, 2-39 
and 6.30. 

Monday, 16th.—Ditto, at 7.30. 

Sunday, 22nd.—Mr. M. idler, Normal Address, #* 
6.30. 


g 
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Sunday, 29th.—Various speakers, with five brief Ad- 
dresses, at 6.30. 
Admission free. Collection to defray expenses. 


WEEKLY SÉANCES AND MEETINGS. 


Sunday.—Séance, at 10.30. ‘‘ Form Manifestations,” 
Miss C. E. Wood. 
Children’s Lyceum, 2.30. 

Tnesday.—Séance, at 8. ‘ Physical Manifestations,” 
Miss C. E. Wood. 

Spiritualists’ Improvement 
Class. Discussion. 
Thursday.—Séance, at 8. ‘Form Manifestations,” 
Miss C. E. Wood. 

Friday and Saturday.—Developing Circles, at 8. For 

Members and Friends. Admission free. 
Saturday, Séance, at 8. Trance and Clairvoyance, 
Mr. S. Compton. Admission free. 
No strangers are admitted without an introduction 
ya Member. Spiritualists from a distance are re- 
quested to write to the Secretary before coming and 
arrange for so doing. 
The Library of the Society is open every Wednesday 
evening from eight to nine o'clock, for the issue of 
books to Members. 


IMPROVEMENT SOCIETY 
(Secretary: Mr. R. H. Mould, 12, St. Thomas’s 
Crescent). 


Every Wednesday evening during the session at 8 
Prompt. All persons are invited to attend. 
Wednesday, 4th.—Essay, “ Punishment,” Mr. W. C. 

Robson. 
11th The Relation of Mesmerism to 
Spiritualism,” Mr. Geo. Wilson. 
18th.—* How to Treat by means of Animal 
Magnetism,” Mr. M. Fidler. 
25th.—* Coral,” Mr. William Tetler. 


Wednesday.—At 7'45, 


MR. MORSE. 
Feb. rst and 2nd.—Neweastle-on-Tyne. 
8th and oth.—Glasgow. 
15th.—Keighley. 
17th to 23rd.—Lancashire District. 
22nd.—Liverpool. 
29th—London. 


— 


— 


~ 


LANCASHIRE DISTRICT COMMITTEE. 
LIVERPOOL. 

(Perth-street Hall, West Derby-road. Secretary : Mr. 
H. Morris, 35, Cobden-street, Everton Road. Cor- 
Sec.: Mr. J. Chapman, Dunkel-street, West Derby 
Road.) 

Feb. 1st and 8th.—Mr. Wright, of New Mills. 

— 15th.—Mr. Johnson, of Hyde. 
— 22nd.—Mr. Morse, of Derby. 
— a2gth.—Mr. John Lamont. 


ROCHDALE., 

(Assembly Rooms, Co-Operative Store, corner of Miln- 
row and Oldham-road. Secretary: Mr. L. Firth, 
16, Equitable-street). 

eb. rst.—Nineteenth Conference of Lancashire Dis- 
District Committee, at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Mr. Johnson, of Hyde, at 6. 

8th.—Miss E. A. Hall, of Manchester. 

15th.—Mr. J. Lamont, of Liverpool. 

2and.—Mr. J. Wright, of New Mills. 
29th.—Mr. Johnson, of Hyde. 


Bouton. 


(Reform Room, Duke-street. Secretary: Mr, James 
Cross, 42, Poplar-street.) 


Thesday, 17th.—Mr, Morse, of Derby, 


RISE 


ü 


OLDHAM. 
(Society’s Hall, 186, Union Street. Secretary: Mr. 
Thomas Kershaw, 8, High Street.) 


Wednesday, 18th.—Mr. Morse, of Derby. 


WHITWORTH. 
Thursday, rgth.—Mr. Morse, of Derby. 


Mancurster (at Miss Johnson’s). 
Friday, 2o0th.—Mr. Morse, of Derby. 


YORKSHIRE DIS£RICT COMMITTEE. 
Puan OF SPEAKERS FOR JANUARY. 


BRADFORD. 

(Spiritualist Church, Charlotte-street, Manchester-road, 
at 2.30 and 6. p.m. Secretary: J. Jarvis, 20, Pais- 
ley-street). 

Sunday, 1st.—Mrs. Illingworth, Bradford. 

— 8th.—Miss Harrison, Shipley. 

15th.—Mrs. Jarvis, bradford. 

22nd.—Mrs. Dobson, Batley Carr. 

2oth.—Mr. J. Dent, Heckmondwike, 


(Spiritual Lyceum, top of Heap Lane, Tennyson Place, 
at 2.30 and 6p.m. Secretury: Mr. F. Leach, 244, 
Exeter Street.) 

Sunday, rst.—Mr. J. Dent, Heckmondwike, 

8th.—Mrs. Illingworth, Bradford. 

15th.—Local speakers. 

22nd.—Mr. J. Armitage, Batley Carr. 

29th.—Mrs. Butler, Bingley. 


Sowersy BRIDGE, 


(Spiritualist Progressive Lyceum, Hollins-lane, at 
2.30 and 6.30 p.m. Secretary: Mr. H. Robinson, 
Gatrix-lane.) 

Sunday, rst.—Mr, J. Armitage, Batley Carr. 

— 8th.—Mr. J. Blackburn, Halifax. 

15th.—Mr. J. Dent, Heckmondwike. 

22nd.—Local speakers, 

2g9th.—Local speakers. 

Hatirax, 

Spiritual; Institution, Union Street-yard, at 2.30 and 
6. p.m. Secretary: Mr. Barker Downsborough, 
160, Hanson-lane.) * 

Sunday, rst.—Mr. J. Blackburn, Halifax. 

8th. Mrs. Jarvis, bradford. 

15th.—Mr. J. Armitage, Batley Carr. 

22nd.—Mr. J. Dent, Heckmondwike, 

2gth.—Mrs. Illingworth, Bradford. 


BATLEY Carr. 


(Batley Carr Association, Town-street, at 6.30 p.m. 
Secretary : Mr. J. Armitage), 

Sunday, 1st.—Mrs. Jarvis, Bradford. 

Mr. J. Armitage, Batley Carr. 

15th.—Mrs. Dobson, Batley Carr. 

22nd,—Mrs. Illingworth, Bradlord. 

2gth.—Mr, J. Armitage, Batley Carr. 


Brxorry. 
At Mr. Illingworth’s, Lindum-terrace, at 2.30 and 


6.30 p.m.) 
Sunday, 1st.—Miss Hance, Shipley. 
8th.—Mr. John Wright, Keighley, 
15th.—Mrs. Butler, Bingley. 
22nd.—Miss Harrison, Shipley. 
2gth.—Mr. A. Morrell, Keighley. 
Ossett. 
(Spiritual Institute, Ossett Green, at 2.30 and 6 p.m, 
Secretary : Mr. R. Whinpenny, Prospect Place.) 
Sunday, rst.—Mrs. Dobson, Batley Carr. 
8th.— Mr. J. Dent, Heckmondwiko. 
15th.—Mr. R. Whinpenny, Ossett. 
22nd.—Mr. Oliffe. 
29th.—-Mrs. Dobson, Batley Carr, 
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TESTIMONIAL FOR DR. MONCK, 


THE undersigned earnestly appeal to Spiritualists to 
contribute liberally to the Testimonial now under 
their care. They also especially seek small sums 
from the numerous friends of Dr. Monck in the 
Country, many of whom have been benefitted by his 
gratuitous medical power of healing. If a sufficient 
sum is raised to complete the patenting-and manufac- 
ture of several inventions, which have already met 
the approval of competent men of business, it is the 
hope of Dr. Monck to return to his work as soon as 
his health permits as an UNPAID MEDIUM. 


W. P. ApsHEAD, Belper. 
Dr. Brown, Burnley. 
James Burns, Southampton Row. 
ALEXANDER CALDER, I, Hereford Square, S.W. 
Prof. R. FRIESE, Breslau. 
A. J. Cranstoun, Meggen, Lucerne. 
J. H. GLepstanes, Merignac, - 
Baron Dircxrnck HOLMFELD, Holstein. 
Sır C. Isam, Bart., Northampton. 
Rev. W. Starnton-Mosges, M.A., Kilburn. 
Wm. OxLEY, Manchester. 
E. Dawson Rocers, Finchley. 
MORELL THEOBALD, Hon. Sec. 
J. PEMBERTON TURNER, Leamington. 
Mrs. TYNDALL, Edgbaston. 
HeENSLEIGH WeEDGwWwooD, J.P., Queen Anne Street. 
Prof. F. ZOLLNER, Leipzig. 
All remittances should sent be to 
MORELL THEOBALD, 
62, Granville Park, Blackheath. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS ALREADY RECEIVED. 


Mr. and Mrs. Cranstoun, Lucerne .. .. 
Mrs. Tyndall, Edgbaston .. .. se «. 
W. P. Adshead, Esq., Belper .. .. .. 
William Tebb, Esq., Albert Road .. .. 
H.R.H. Prince G—— e. s. se eee 
Alexander Calder, Esq., 1, Hereford Square 
Dr. J. Dixon, Great Ormond Street e 
F. G. S., per A. Calder, Esq. s. «2 o 
Sir Charles Isham, Bart. se se «+ oe 
Hensleigh Wedgwood, J.P... .. «+ os 
J. Pemberton Turner, Esq... s. se ee 
Morell Theobald, Esq... es «2 os os 
F. Myers, Esq. «0 ee te nsw T 
Two Friends ss STASIES ce oe oe 
Dr. Brown, Burnley «es se se oe os 
W. Oxley, Esq... sese oe o 
Rev. W. Stainton-Moses, M.A... se s. 
Mrs. Stone, Shute Haye .. ss « os 
J. B. Stones, Esq. se se se ee se ve 
Dr. Stowell, Brighton .. 1. se so ise 
James Bowman, Glasgow .. ss «+ a 
Miss Douglas, South Audley-street ..  .. 
R. Gessler; Basle... aiei ce oe ss 
A Friend, per R. Gessler .. os os oe 
Joseph Swinburne, Esq. se se ae ee 
A. Tod, Peebles -we me ee ds toin oe 
Rev, W. Miall, Hackney .. .. «2 «» 
Miss Ottley, Belgravia s. .. +. ee oe 
Dr. Wyld. «+ oo se vo 
John A. Hoover, Philadelphia se .. ss 
A. P., Edinburgh .. s.e. «2 ce os es 
W. R. Tomlinson .. s. «2 se. oo. os 
MORAES EERE rey ee ee 
J. Thompson, Newcastle .. .. s. « 


Seconp Lis. 


Mrs. Makdougall Gregory e.s es ss os 
Prof. Cassal, Lon. University .. .. .. 
A. J. Cranstoun, Esq., second donation .. 
F. W. Percival, Esq. Sivile Club... 


HH 
COCOCOCOHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHNDHYHHDKHHDNHUUUUUOOR 
MOCOCCOCOOCOHHHHHHOONNHHNOOOUUNCO? 


HN HH 
ecco 


oocgccoocoocoococoocooocoocoo0oo0o0o000000000000000000® 


heVensArchdeaconil. ies «crus <2) OO 
Herr Oscar von Hoffman, Leipzig .. .. 8 o 
RIAL REReI PSO te mils nEs oti te CiS > 
Dreikennedywissese dana sieas st oaae 2 
R Glendinning, Birkdale .. .. se «. 
“ One who Wishes She Could do More ”.. 
George: L OMMY Dristolomsscies no a 
Capt. Copperthwaite, Malton .. .. «. 
Capt. James, Gower Street s. ee se oe 
P.O. Order from Germany .. .. «2 «- 
J. H. Aldridge, Bradford ..°.. .. .. 
Testocking ss Wisbechias: assis) lense 
Rriendss per! ABION a spice sunele | 1 6 
DEAHItCH Mian aea. eNA Arae © 
Some Members of Psychological Society 
OtpFlambure eo «ieee. ie wees 
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Sinalllsutme geome tune duuee toate aaiae tant ee y 


THOMAS WALKER 


(THE INSPIRATIONAL ORATOR OF 
MELBOURNE). p 


ME: THOS. WALKER is now in England, 


and is open to Engagements for Lectures on the Facts, 
Philosophy, and Teachings of Spiritualism. Mr. Walker pro- 
poses visiting London early in February, 1880, prior to a visit to 
South Africa early in March; and requests those who desire to 
secure his services to make their arrangements without delay. 
For terms and dates, address Mr. Thomas Walker, 53, Sigdo® 
Road, Dalston, London, $. 


tde Dar thonan Insert e mites tanend mee cee ore De 

LADY, experienced in Teaching, and 

having a good knowledge of German, acquired abroad, 
wishes for a re-enzagement as Governess or Governess-House- 
keeper. Address, N. D., Gothic House, Hurstpierpoint, Sussex. 
Reference kindly permitted to the Rey. J, Page Hopps, Truro House, 
De Montfort Street, t cicester. 
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DR. BLUNT’S ELECTRO-MAGNETIC NERVE 
PILLS. 


Every sensitive, and all persons of delicate health and weakened 
nerves, should take DR, BLUNT’S ELECTRO-MAGNETIC 
NERVE PILLS. Asa pure nerve tonic these Pills cannot bê 
surpassed. They correct morbid sensibility, quicken and energisé 
nerve force, arouse mental and physical activity, and resuscitate 
the exhausted resources of the “ Vis Naturm.” 

Price 28. od. and 48, 6d, per Box, post free, from J. H. BLUNT 
and SONS, 46, Drapery, Northampton. 
“RO PARTIES CHANGING RESIDENCES. 

Furniture removals effected with care, economy, and despatch. 
Town or Country. Terms reasonable. References given. 
W. TAYLOR, 184, Hyde Road, Manchester. 


THOMAS WILKS, 


NEW AND SECONDHAND BOOKSELLER, &c., 
123, GOSWELL ROAD, E.C. 
Libraries and Small Parcels of Books Bought or Exchanged 


Mn. Tos. WiLks proposes to make a special feature of the 
more important works in connection with Spiritualism, Psycho- 
logy, Mesmerism, and other cognate sciences. 

Agent for “ Spiritual Notes.” 


SPIRITUAL NOTES. 
Puntisnep on the Ist of each month, price 2d. Annual 
Subscription, post free, 2s, 6d. 


OHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Single Insertion, 


£s. 
Five lines in column (about 10 words to line) . 0 3 
Wach additional line AN TAE ` 0 0 
Half column ; ‘ . . . TSON EST 
Whole column . . . . A . 1 15 
Whole page. ` : 3 0 


Lhe Jollowing reductions are made for a series of insertions: 
Three insertions for price of two, 


Six do. do, four 
Twelve do. do. eight. 
A discount of 10 per cent, allowed on cash payments in 
advance, 


Cheques and Post, Office Orders payable to the order of 
Mr. Thomas Blyton, 


ecocaan™ 


February, 1880.] 
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Publishers’ Announcements, 


*,* Copies of these and other books can be obtained and 
forwarded post FREE to our readers on receipt of 
the published price, by our Manager, Mr. THOS. 
BLYTON, 53, Sigdon Road, Dalston, London, E. 


Just Published, Price Five Shillings and Sixpence, Post Free. 


PIRITUALISM AS A NEW BASIS OF 
BELIEF. 
By Joun 8. FARMER, 


CONTENTS. 
Chapter I.—The Existing Breach between Modern Culture and 
the Popular Faith. 
Chapter IT.—Modern Thought versus Modern Facts. 
ChapterIII —The Attitude of the Religious World towards 
Modern Spiritualism. 
Chapter IV.—The Popular Faith and the Claims of Spiritualism 
asa Renewal of Revelation. 
Chapter V.—The New Bases of Belief. 
8 Chapter VI.—Inspiration aad Revelation: their Nature and 
ource. 
Chapter VII.—The Identity of Bible Facts and Spiritual Pheno- 
mena. 
Chapter VIII.—Popular Errors and Objections to Spiritualism 
Explained and Answered. 
Chapter IX.—Immortality in the Light!of Modern Spiritualism. 
Will be sent by the Author, on receipt of Stamps or P.O.O. 
(P.0.0.’s made payable at Akerman-road, Brixton, S.W.) 
Address, J. S, FARMER, 124, Holland-road, Brixton, S.W, Trade 
Supplied by E. W. ALLEN, 11, Ave Maria-iane, E.C. 


NEW WORK BY M.A. (OXON.) 


Nearly ready, a New Work on the 
H IGHER ASPECTS OF SPIRITUALISM. 
By M.A. (OXON.) 
Uniform with “ Psychography ” and “ Spirit Identity.” Price 2s. 6d, 
London: E. W. ALLEN and CO. 
Glasgow: HAY, NISBET, and CO. 


Copies may be ordered and obtained immediately on publication 
at the Rooms of the B.N.A.S., 38, Great Kussell street, W.C. 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS ON 
SPER Per D EANIDIT Y: 


* “A vory remarkable book, and one which should be read by all 
students of modern phases of thought!’ — Whitehall Review. 

“ Wise reflections and valuable suggestions from an able and 
logical pen.”—Spiritual Notes. 

“A masterly litle Work. There is no waste matter in it, nothing 
weak or emotional: it is cool, clear, moderate, and couvise: the 
work of a scholar who knows how to learn and how to teach.”— 
Banner of Light. ` 

“The author is among the ablest advocates of Spiritualism in 
England, and everything he writes is valuable. A clear and 
thoughtful style: high scholastic culture and literary ability.”— 
Religio-Phiosophical Magazine. 

“Written in the cautious, scholarly, elevated tone that charac- 
terises all the author's productions, The narratives are vf unusual 
interest.”—Mind and Matter. 

“ This invaluable little volume . . . a practical handbook 
for the guidance of wise investigators that should take its place in 
the library of every earnest Spiritualist.”"—Psychological Review. 
eetere Ble bbe arpe wid a aeara Seated ek E rbet occa 


Crown 8vo., pp. 155, cloth, price 3s. 
AN ESSAY ON SPIRITUAL EVOLUTION, 


Considered in its bearing upon Modern Spiritualism, 
Science, and Religion. 


By J. P. B. 


“This isa very ingenious work. . . . It is eclecticism has 
led him to recogni-e a unity and system in more than 
One popular scheme of metaphysics, and we have rarely had so 
Complete a resumé of all the prevalent schools of philosophy.”— 
Pall Mall Gazette. 


London: TRUBNER and CO., Ludgate Hill. 


ALLAN KARDEC (Blackwell's Translations). 
THE SPIRITS’ BOOK (1858). From the Hundred and T wentict 
Thousand. 


THE MEDIUMS’ BOOK (1861). From the Eighty-fifth Thousand 
HEAVEN AND HELL (1863). From the Sixtieth Thousand. 
Price 78. 6d. TRUBNER anp CO., London. 


NOW READY, Cloth, pp. 234, 5s. 
A FORECAST 


OF THE 


RELIGION OF THE FUTURE, 


BEING SHORT ESSAYS ON SOME IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 
IN RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHY. 
BY 
W. W. CLARE. 


CONTENTS. 

The Philosophy of Evil and Suffering—Conscience: Its Placo 
and Function—Religion and Dogma—Psychism and Spiritualism 
—The Philosophy of Inspiration and Revelation—Christianity 
Its Divine and Human Elements. 

London: TrüBNER & Co., 57 & 59, Ludgate Hill, E.C 


Now Ready, price One Shilling, 


FALSE LIGHTS AND DARK SPOTS IN 


SPIRITUALISM. 
By CHRISTIAN REIMERS. 
E. W. ALLEN, 11, Ave Maria-lane, E.C. 
Now Ready, in Handsome Cloth Binding, 
D+» 48. 


o 
HEALING BY LAYING ON OF HANDS. 
BY JAMES MACK. 


“ The smallest hurts sometimes increase with rage 
z More than all art or physic can assuage; 
Yet the hand’s soft touch can soon appease 
The utmost fury of the worst disease,” 
BoLox, Translated by Stanley 


LONDON : J. BURNS, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, 
HOLBORN, W.0. 


SOCIAL NOTES. 


Published Weekly, price Id., and Monthly, price 6d. 


Correspondence for insertion on all subjects concerning Socia 
Reforms, Social Requirements, and Social Progress, whether ac- 
companird with the names of the writers or not, as they may 
prefer, will be received with thanks. Such communications to be 
addressed to the Editor, 16, Southampton-street, Strand, W.C. 

Published at 16, Southampton-street, and may be had of all 
es and at Smith and Son’s and Willing’s Railway 

okstalls. 


Now ready, Price 6d., the February number of 


‘THE PHRENOLOGICAL MAGAZINE. 


Contents :—Bismarck, a character sketch, and uses of Phreno- 
logy, by Mr. Fowler—Talented Idiots—Spinsters—On Dreaming 
—Tale of the Franco-German War, &c. 


Published by L. N. FOWLER, 107, Fleet Street, London. 
Just Published, price 7s. 6d. 
c6 
BETWEEN THE LIGHTS,” 
by LISETTE EARLE. 


Five Charming stories in one volume: highly praised by tho 
Press, and of special interest to Spiritualists. 


REMINGTON and CO., Arundel St., Strand, and all Booksellers. 


THE SPIRITUAL PIONEER, 


A Monthly Sheet devoted to the Teachings and 
Philosophy of Spiritualism, and intended for 
Free Distribution by Cireles and Societies. 


Pricegs. per 100: 50 post free 1s. 10d.; 12 post free 5}d. 
W. H. LAMBELLE, 63, Manchester Road, Bradford. 


THE BANNER OF LIGHT. 


Tum oldest journal devoted to the Spiritual Philosophy 
in the world! Issued weekly, at No. 9, Montgomery-place 
Boston, Mass. Colby and Rich, Publishers and Proprietors 
Isaac B. Rich, Business Manager; Luther Colby, Editor 
aided by a large corps of able writers. 

Terms of subscription, in advance, 15s. per annum. 
English agents—J. J. Morse Elm Tree Terrace, Uttoxeter 
Road, Derby; W. H. Harrison, 33, Museum Street, W.O. 
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Established 1840. 


EDWARD 


LAYTON, 


PIANOFORTE MANUFACTURER, 
SHOW ROOMS :— 


309, UPPER STREET, 


SNe Wes 


f 


aes 


ISLINGTON, LONDON. 


PIANOFORTES LENT on Hire 
for THREE YEARS, from Two 
and Half Guineas per Quarter, to 
become the property of the Hirer 
at the enå ofthat term. Also a 
great variety of New and Second- 
hand Instruments always in stock, 
at all prices. 


Pianos Tuned, Repaired, and 
Regulated in a superior manner, 
in Town or Country, by Yearly 
Contract or otherwise. | 


INSTRUMENTS TAKEN 
IN EXCHANGE, 


Further particulars, and speci- 
men instrument to be seen at the 
Show Rooms, 309, Upper Street, 
Islington, London, N.; Madame 
Ourry’s Musical Repository, 74, 
Dalston Lane, London, E.; and 
T. Blyton, 53,Sigdon Road, Dalston 
Lane, Hackney Downs, London, E, 


Se OAT CES 


Best Workmanship and Finish. Brilliant Tone and Easy Touch. Moderate Prices. 


As PORRIDCE, ; 


FOOD 


oF BLANCMANGE, 


2 HEALTH. | Puooives, a 


OXE Meal a Day will give health to thousands 
who are now suffering from Dyspepsia, Constipation, and 
their atiendant maladies. 


8d. per rlb. packet. 


‘DR. NICHOLS’? SANITARY SOAP. 


Purest Soap MADE. 
Sold _by Chemists, Grocers, &e. 


"—ADSHEAD’s DERBY CEMENT, _ 

Vor repairing Glass, China, Parjan Marble, Papier Mache 
Leather Ornaments, Cue Tips, Fancy Cabinet Work, and 
for Setting Precious Stones. 

The Derby Cement is the bist ever offered to the public 
for repairing Meerschaum Pipes. The Strongeat and 
Quickest Setting Cement in the World, beautifully Trans 

rent, and defies separation. 

Tn Bottles at 6d. and 1s. each. A sample Bottle sent to 
any address on receipt of 12 stamps. * 


ADSHEAD’S SILVER SOAP, 


For Cleaning Go'd, Silver, and Electro Plate. 

A splendid Preparation A single trial will unquestion- 
ably secure for it precedence over every other article of 
the kind in use. 

In Tablets, 3d. and 6d. each. 
IRLPARED ONLY BY 
W, P. ADSHEAD, ANURA EEBS CHEMIST, 
sELPER. 
LONDON WAREHOUSE l, FINSBURY CIRCUS. 


CHOLS' 
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f 


PROGRESSIVE LITERATURE AGENCY. 
22, PALATINE ROAD, STOKE NEWINGTON, LONDON, N. 


(ESTABLISHED 1878. 
Agent and Manager, Mr. J. J. MORSE, 
INSPIRATIONAL TRANCE SPEAKER. 
MR. MorsE is the appointed English Agent of Messrs. 
Corey and Ricu, of Boston, U.S., and he keeps a 
choice assortment of their publications constantly on 
sale. He also receives subscriptions for the world re- 
nowned Banner of Light at 158. per annum, post free; 
and is Agent for the Religio Philosophical Fournal, of 
Chicago, U.S. Subscriptions, 15s. per annum. Sub- 
scriptions received forall periodicals native and foreign. 
Lectures given in all parts of the United Kingdom. 
For terms and dates dire& Mr. MORSE, as above, 
where also all orders or enquiries concerning books, 
&c., will meet with prompt attention. Prospectus 
arid catologues free. 
opiitaad Spedd gent, Jor SprrituaL NOTES. 


THE MANSION, 


RICHMOND HILL, NEAR LONDON. 


A. FIRST - CLASS RESIDENCE 
FAMILIES, LADIES, AND GENTLEMEN. 


In its own Grounds—Close to the Park—Overlook- 
ing the River—Hall and Corridors well Warmed— 
Handsome suite of Dining, Drawing, Billiard, and 
Smoking Rooms—Table d’ Héte—Hot and Cold Baths. 
Terms by the week. 

Residents find their own Wines. 

Address— 

EDWARD T. BENNETT, Secretary, 

Photographs of the Mansion on application. 


Londen ; Printed for the Proprietors by pwn Jouw Davey, Boy Court, Indgate Hal, E, C., and Published for ther at 
53, Bigdon M: Dalston, E, Taf 5 
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SEANCES WITH MRS. FLETCHER. 


We have pleasure in announcing the very gratify- 
ing intelligence that the Séance Committee of the 
B.N.A.S. have made arrangements for a series of 
trance séances with Mrs. Fletcher, to be held in the 
rooms of the Association, 38, Great Russell-street, 
every Wednesday evening, at 7 p.m. punctually, com- 
mencing on Wednesday evening, the 18th inst. To 
these séances the members will be admitted free, and, 
on application to the Secretary, at 38, Great Russell- 
street, they will also be supplied with admission 
tickets for free distribution amongst friends and in- 
quirers, the only condition being that they write on 
the tickets the names of the persons to whom they 
present them, as the tickets will not be transfer- 
able. The séances will be conducted after the manner 


of the Banner of Light Free Circles. 
For many years Mrs. Fletcher occupied a position 


as one of the most popular lecturers upon Spiritualism 
in the United States, and to her gifts in this direction 
was also added the power of seeing spirits, and of 
holding communication with them, a power which has 
in many cases proved to be of great value and interest. 
During her sojourn in England, however, Mrs. 
Fletcher has devoted herself almost wholly to literary 
pursuits, and has sustained very little public connec- 
tion with the movement; but the few occasions on 
which she has appeared here have shown her to be a 
lady possessed of extraordinary spiritual powers. 
Realising that Spiritualism needs all its workers, she 
has now consented to give the series of trance séances 
which we have the pleasure of announcing. They will 
be held under the direction of a band of spirit guides, 
and the first part will consist of answers to questions 
proposed by the audience, while the second part will 
be devoted to the control of any spirits who may be 
present, and who are able to give their names, the 
time and place of their departure, and other marks of 
identity. There can be no doubt that these séances 
will be a source of great attraction. 


' B.N.A.S. DISCUSSION MEETINGS. 


Ar the fortnightly discussion meeting, on January 
19th, Mrs. Fletcher gave—not a paper—but an 
extempore address on the Evidences of Spirit 
Identity, consisting for the most part of a 
narrative of strange incidents which had occurred 
in her own experiences. As Mrs. Fletcher dealt 
with facts and not with theories, there was no room 
for criticism, and therefore there was nothing 
which could properly be called discussion. Several 
friends, however, expressed their great satisfaction 
—in which all present seemed to share—at the 
very able character of Mrs. Fletcher's address. 
Mrs. Fletcher, in fact, is so admirable a public 
Speaker, that it is a pity she does not exercise her 
gifts more frequently in that capacity. 

On the 26th, Mr. Stainton-Moses gave a paper 
on * The Present Position and Future Needs of Spi- 
ritualism in England.” We need not say that it was 
replete with wise thoughts and valuable suggestions: 


SUPPLEMENT TO SPIRITUAL NOTES. i 


everyone who is familiar with Mr. Stainton-Moses’ 
work will take that for granted. We cannot fully 
endorse everything that he said, but do not care to 
discuss the few points of divergence. In little 
matters we prefer to agree to differ. The paper 
will be published in extenso in our excellent con- 
temporary the Psychological Review; and, there- 
fore, our friends can read it for themselves. We 
give, however, the substance of his remarks on a 
matter which is just now uppermost in the minds 
of many Spiritualists—viz., the recent seizure of a 
medium at one of the séances at Great Russell 
Street. We had attempted, he said, to show to a 
promiscuous circle, gathered together on ro other 
principle than that of a common curiosity, and 
selected on uo principle of fitness, a phenomenon 
the most rare, and the most difficult of satisfactory. 
demonstration even under the best possible con- 
ditions. We had assumed that this rare pheno- 
menon was procurable at stated times, and we had 
allowed those who had no antecedent knowledge of 
the subject to come together for the purpose of 
witnessing it. This, he thought, was exceedingly 
unwise. Experienced Spiritualists knew, more- 
over, that the beings who produced these manifes- 
tations laughed at our bonds, and often dressed up 
the unconscious medium, and presented her trans- 
formed and sometimes transfigured body as a 
“ spirit form;’’ and he maintained very decidedly 
that this fact should be plainly stated, and that 
such a statement should precede every séance held 
in public for form manifestations. He hoped, 
however, that for the future we should be content 
with eliciting such phenomena as could be had 
without secluding the medium, and with sufficient 
light for observation. No method of public inves- 
tigation that used cabinets and dark séances could 
be satisfactory to any mind worth attaching to the 
movement, and rather than have such séances as 
these in the rooms of the Association he should 
prefer that there should be none at all. In these 
strictures Mr. Stainton-Moses may or may not be 
perfectly right. Where he was wrong was in apply- 
ing them to the recent séances at the B.N.A.S. In 
no proper sense of the term, as we think, could these 
séances be described as “ public ” or “ promiscuous ” 
circles, seeing that no person was admitted without 
the introduction of a member. Most of the friends 
present, however, agreed with Mr. Stainton-Moses 
in the propriety of abolishing screens and cabinets. 
Signor Rondi mentioned instances in which he had 
seen “form manifestations ” ia lighted rooms and 
even in the streets of Rome; while Mr. Tapp, who 
has had great experience in almost every phase of 
Spiritualism, maintained that though it was possible 
that cabinets might be dispensed with, there were 
some phenomena which could only be produced in 
the dark. Upon the whole, the discussion was an 
interesting one, and will doubtless have some bene- 
ficial results. 

On the 2nd inst., the Rev. W. Miall will read a 
paper on the ‘Treatment of Spiritualism a Test of 
Mental and Moral Qualities,” and on the 16th, Mr. 
Podmore will occupy the platform, his subject being 
“ A Voice From Laodicea.” 


Mr. J. J. Morse has determined to take up hìs 
residence once again in the metropolis, and desires us 
to announce his remoyal from Derby to 22, Palatine 
Road, Stoke Newington, London, N., where all com- 
munications for him should in future be addressed. 


a ee eee 
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A CURIOUS COINCIDENCE! 


Ir is now many years ago since as a youth I came 
up to the metropolis for the purpose of examina- 
tion at the University of London. In order that I 
might be more comfortable than I should have 
been if staying at an hotel, I engaged apartments in 
one of the suburbs of London, and went there to 
live in the house of a solicitor and his mother. 
Amongst the people who came to the place were a 
number of literary celebrities, a few of whom I 
knew, but the majority of whom were unknown to 
me. One of them,a Mr. , was the principal 
leader writer, I believe, on one of the London daily 
papers. His wife, of whose existence I was at the 
time ignorant, was also a writer, and had produced 
several books. One morning, as I was leaving the 
house for the City, I asked my host to lend me a 
book, and he did so. I took it with me in the 
train to read, found it, as I thought, poorly written, 
and gave up the attempt to go through it. At 
night time when we were seated by the fire at 
home we talked of various philosophical subjects, 
the question of Spiritualism, however, never crop- 
ping up till the hour of midnight approached, 
when, as I rose to retire for the night, my host 
asked me how I had liked the book he had lent 
me in the morning, and I replied that it appeared 
to me to be trashy and inconsequent. He said, 
“Don’t say so; don’t you know it was written by 
the wife of Mr. So-and-So? He comes here.” I 
responded, * I did not even know he was married. 
However, we will talk about it another time,” I 
said as I put the book in the case. “It is now 
seven minutes to twelve, and I will wish you good 
night.” With this I left the room to ascend to my 
chamber on the second floor. On the first floor 
were some rooms which were tenanted by two 
maiden ladies. As I passed by their doors I 
thought I saw a white figure emerge upon the land- 
ing, but thinking that probably it was one of these 
ancient dames I did not turn my head to look at 
the apparition, but continued my way on to the 
next staircase. What was my surprise when I 
found that the figure, instead of going from one 
door to another on the landing, was following me 
upstairs at the same pace Iwas going. For a 
moment I thought some one was playing me a 
trick, and I made up my mind to knock the offender 
down stairs as soon as I could reach, and have a 
fairly firm footing. I endeavoured to carry out 
my purpose, but, to my amazement, I found that 
instead of knocking the figure down stairs my arm 
passed through it, and that it went immediately 
through the open door to my bed-room, I followed, 
imagining that I should see somebody in my room, 
but failing that I looked under the bed, round the 
bed, under the table, and at last being convinced 
that someone was there pulled the whole of the bed 
furniture off the bedstead. Still nothing! My 
hostess’s room was next to mine, and she heard 
the disturbance I was making in these movements. 
The next morning she asked me what had hap- 
pened, and I told her briefly that I thought some- 
one went into my room, and that I had been unable 
to find anything after a keen search. She asked 
what I was doing just before going to bed. Pos- 
sibly she imagined that I had taken a glass of 
whiskey, but when I told her that during the 
whole evening I drank nothing, and that our last 


conversation was about the author of the book in 
question, she seemed very much disturbed, and 
replied, “ Then the whole affair is a strange one 
indeed, for we have just received intelligence that 
at seven minutes to 12 last night Mrs. —— sud- 
denly passed away.” á 


SPIRITUALISM IN THE PROVINCES. 
By J. J. MoRsE. 


Tue Spiritualists of Rochdale are to be congratu- 
lated upon the prosperous and satisfactory condi- 
tion of their local society. Free from liabilities, and 
with a good balance in the hands of the treasurer, 
the utmost amity and well attended meetings 
are indications of good work bearing profitable 
fruits. At the present time the advisability of 
preaking a hall for the use of Spiritualists is being 
seriously discussed ; indeed preliminary steps have 
already been taken. This is a movement in the 
right direction. We should have a house of our 
own in every town. . 

No doubt the readers of contemporary Spiritual 
literature will have seen the appeal on behalf of 
the “ Testimonial Fund” which is being raised for 
Dr. Monck, a similar appeal having appeared in 
Spiritual Notes as well. From private correspon- 
dence with the doctor and some of his warmest 
friends, I am in a position to assert that the appeal 
is just and necessary, and is in every way worthy 
of a liberal response upon the part of Spiritualists 
all over the world. Let me here, then, urge upon 
all Spiritualists, mediums, and speakers to give 
something, no matter how little, to the fund. ‘The 
facts of Dr. Monck’s mediumship have been abun- 
dantly testified to by such unimpeachable witnesses 
as Mr. W. P. Adshead, the Ven. Archdeacon 
Colley, and Mr. W. Otley. Health and means 
sacrificed in the cause should bring a warm response 
for the aid of our sick and suffering worker. 

Mrs. Horn’s new work, “The Next World,” is 
eagerly expected. It was announced as in the 
press nearly fifteen months since. No doubt it will 
be as much valued as her previous excellent 
volume, and will meet with a large and ready sale 
when issued, 

The Lancashire District Committee is being re- 
constituted, the late democratic form being found 
incompatible with sound working. A quarterly 
conference attended by an indiscriminate company 
in which the irresponsible non-contributor was on 
an equality with those who worked and paid, often 
resulted in those who did least to support the 
work making the most noise. Representation 
without responsibility is as vicious as would be 
taxation without representation. The committee 
has existed for four and a half years, and has done 
much good within the area to whose wants it has 
administered, 

The Liverpool Psychological Society recently 
held its annual meeting, the entire body of officers 
being re-appointed. The society is free from debt, 
and in good working order. 

The New Year's Festival at Goswell Hall was a 


complete success in all respects. Your corresdon- 


dent fills the platform on the last Sunday in the 
present month, 
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attention. The vessel of water was placed as before 
on the centre of the slate, which Mrs. Simpson 
supported on her open right hand, and under hers 
I put my own left hand. I then lifted the table- 
cover myself, and, together, we placed our hands, 
supporting the slate and goblet under the table, 
against the under surface of which I firmly pressed 
the rim of the glass. Until I had accomplished 
this I did not take my eyes off the glass, and I did 
not once relax my pressure until I again, in a very 
short time, raised the table-cloth, when I took out 
of the goblet a pink, so recently torn from the stem 
that the broken part was still moist with the sap. 
As on the previous occasion no part of the medium’s 
person was hid from view with the exception of her 
right hand, which was in close contact with my left 
during the whole time. 

Now I desire to draw especial attention to the 
following points. We had been sitting in a room 
where the temperature was about 75°, or probably 
higher, for an hour before the flowers made their 
appearance. They could not, therefore, have been 
in the room since the beginning of the séance, still 
less could they have been concealed about the 
medium’s person, as,in either of these cases, it 
would have been impossible for them to be other- 
wise than faded when they came into my posses- 
sion; and, as to their having been passed into the 
room from the outside, I have already stated the 
precautions I took against any such mode of decep- 
tion. 

Mrs. Simpson gave me every facility for examin- 
ing her room and all its contents previous to the 
séance, and appeared to be most anxious that 
nothing should be neglected to render the tests as 
perfect as possible. 

I sincerely trust that this gifted lady and most 
remarkable medium will some day visit England, 
as the phenomena which take place in her pre- 
sence cannot fail to convince the most sceptical 
oe See have a foundation for their belief. 
—I am, &c., 


Correspondence. 


THE AMERICAN FLOWER MEDIUM. 


To the Editor. 


Smm,—The subjoined carefully-worded narrative is 
from the pen of Mr. R. Palmer Thomas, who has 
lately visited the United States, and had oppor- 
tunity of observing the phenomena that occur in 
the presence of some American mediums. Mr. 
Thomas is a careful observer, and possesses con- 
siderable acquaintance with the facts of Spiri- 
tualism. At his request I send the narrative to 
you for publication. 
W. Srarmnton Moses, M.A. 


Sir,—During a recent visit to America I had the 
advantage of a sitting with the well-known Chicago 
medium, Mrs. Simpson. In the course of this 
séance I obtained what, to my mind, amounts to 
absolute proof either of the passage of matter 
through matter, the creation of matter within 
matter, or the possibility, under certain circum- 
stances, of matter being rendered temporarily in- 
visible. 

Isend you the following particulars of the por- 
tion of the stance referred to, thinking that they 
may interest your readers as adding another link 
to the chain of facts which we are accumulating 
relative to the as yet most imperfectly understood 
forces causing the phenomena of modern Spiri- 
tualism. 

Let me, in the first place, describe the table used 
by Mrs. Simpson. This very simple piece of fur- 
niture consists of an inch board about 3 feet by 
2 feet, in each corner of which a hole has been 
bored for the reception of the four sticks which 
serve as legs. I took the whole concern to pieces 
at Mrs. Simpson's request, and also examined the 
room very carefully, paying especial attention to 
the carpet in order to anticipate the inevitable 
suggestions of “ trap-doors.” We then placed the 
table, covered with a cloth, in order to form a 
temporary dark cabinet, opposite the window, and 
seated ourselves beside it, facing each other, and 
between it and the window, the table being on Mrs. 
Simpson’s right and my left. The whole of the 
medium’s person was, therefore, in full view, and, 
as the time was about 11 a.m., and we had the full 
light of a bright American morning, I am in no 
uncertainty with regard to a single detail. 

After we had been sitting for about an hour, 
during which direct slate writing and other pheno- 
mena took place, to which, though extremely in- 
teresting, it would be unnecessary to call attention 
just now, the spirit who professed to produce the 
manifestations intimated, by means of the slate, 
that he desired to bring me a flower. Mrs. Simp- 
son then took the slate in her right hand, holding 
it by the corner, placed a glass goblet, half filled 
with water, in the centre, lifted the table-cloth, and 
held the whole under the table, her right arm, as 
far as the wrist, being in fullsight. After a minute 
or two, on withdrawing her hand, a large flower, 
a a perfectly fresh condition, was found in the 
Glass. 

We then repeated the experiment in another way, 
and it is this to which I desire to direct particular 


R. Parmer Tomas, 
London, January 17th, 1880. 


SPIRITUALISM IN SCOTLAND. 


To the Editor. 


Srr,—Perhaps you may desire a few notes from 
one who is moving up and down amongst Scottish 
Spiritualists, and certainly the record of facts 
and experiences in the northern districts will 
favourably correspond with the doings and say- 
ings of its southern adherents, 

will not presume to speak authoritatively on 
the position and progress of the movement; but 
on all sides it seems to be growing, and the 
growth is one of the proper kind; not that ma- 
terialistic Spiritualism which always needs mend- 
ing, and which is painful to maintain to those 
who love it. 

We have had Bishop, the anti-Spiritualist, pa- 
rading his conjuring abilities before many audi- 
ences in Scotland; and from not a few indivi- 
duals of a thoughtful cast of mind, not Spirit- 
ualists, I have heard the testimony that what 
they witnessed never touched the mental pheno- 
mena, and left unimpaired the great basic fact of 
our faith. - 
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We have also had a leader written against us 
in the Edinburgh News, a popular evening journal, 
and also a full quotation in most of the news- 
papers of the famous London ‘‘ exposure.” But 
why all this severe opposition if it does not 
point to the deep current flowing in the other 
direction ? 

I lately visited Glasgow, and engaged in meet- 
ings connected with the Association. A friendly 
and united feeling seemed to prevail, although 
they were at the close of an arduous enterprise of 
holding public meetings in the Trades Hall, 
which entailed a great amount of labour and ex- 
pense. There are many good Spiritualists still 
outside the pale of the society, who might show 
their love to the cause by joining, and aiding to 
extend its usefulness. There is a good library, 
and the society has been the means of bringing 
to Glasgow Morse, Wallis, Walker, and others 
from a distance. 

I put up under the hospitable roof of Mr. 
Robertson, whose kind and affectionate wife, and 
sweet, attractive children help to make his home 
congenial to the influences of spirit communion. 
I was happy to meet Mr. Bowman, who is always 
eloquent and enthusiastic in the cause; and Mr. 
Coates I found resting after a successful series of 
mesmeric entertainments, which undoubtedly tend 
to lead the minds of the people into the higher 
phenomena of Spiritualism. 

In Edinburgh the movement is quietly makin 
its way into the homes of the people, and sub- 
jecting many minds to its beneficent sway. 

In Dundee the friends seemed possessed with 
a modesty that will not flaunt its opinions in the 
face of those who differ; and yet steadily, with- 
out much demonstration, the cause is progressing. 

In Kirkcaldy we have opened a series of public 
meetings, and intend to drive the wedge a little 
further in, so that an opening may be made in the 
dense rocky mass of theological exclusiveness 
which prevails in this locality. 

On a future occasion, with your permission, I 
will give the details of some important pheno- 
mena which have taken place in the presence of 
myself and others.—] am, &c., 


A. D. K. 
Kirkcaldy, Jan. 22, 1880. 


“JAMES NOLAN” AND “SKI.” 


To the Editor. 


Smr,—Having heard indirectly of the discussion 
in London regarding the identity of the Spirit 
calling himself James Nolan, manifesting in the 
séances of Mrs. Loui M. Lowe, who came to this 
city and remained here about two years immedia- 
tely preceding her visit to London, I feel, in 
common justice to the medium, and also to the 
cause so near and dear to the hearts of all true 
Spiritualists, that it is my duty to write you 
my experiences on the subject. First let mo 
state, that while I am a Spiritualist and a 
medium, I am very sceptical regarding all the 
various phenomena in dark circles, the voices 
included. I attended very many of Mrs. Hollis 
Billing’s séances when that medium was in Wash- 
ington; had many private s¢ances with her, and 
was perfectly familiar with the voices and general 


characteristics of both “Ski” and “ Nolan,” and 
they repeatedly promised to come to me when- 
ever they could, saying that a medium was coming 
through whom they could talk, as they did 
through their own medium. 

When Mrs. Lowe came to Washington, I com- 
menced with the first, and attended all her 
séances which were given in public, to the number 
of one hundred as near as L can judge. I was 
also a member of her private circle, and have 
had séances with her alone, have heard both 
“Ski” and “Nolan” give not one but hundreds 
of the most convincing tests of their identity, 
in a loud independent voice; repeating, in Mrs. 
Lowe’s séances, whole conversations, which I had 
held with them when I was sitting alore with 
Mrs. Billing. I was in the circle on the even- 
ing when Mr, Nolan first spoke, and, though he 
gave no name, he had not uttered a dozen words, 
when a number of persons who were present ex- 
claimed simultaneously, “ Mr, Nolan, is it possible 
we hear your welcome voice again?” to which ques- 
tion an affirmative answer was given by the spirit. 
The circle was composed of about twenty per- 
sons, and out of that number more than one- 
half were perfectly familiar with ‘‘ Nolan,” having 
met him many times at the séances of Mrs. 
Billing, The idea that one of the American 
Journals advances that it is a Jesuit spirit, try- 
ing to injure the cause, and the statement of a 
certain London sheet, that it is a deceiving 
spirit, seem equally absurd to me; for if he 
was a lying spirit, he must have been in regular 
attendance on Mrs, Billing at all of her séances, 
and thoroughly familiarized himself with every- 
thing said and done years before Mrs Lowe sat 
as a public medium. I know that if I ever talked 
to and with the “ spirit of James Nolan” in Mrs. 
Billing’s circles, I have talked with the identical 
spirit in Mrs. Lowe's séances, and I say this in no 
feeling of unkindness to Mrs. Billing, who was 
always very kind to me, and whose gifts as a | 
medium I thoroughly appreciated; but I believe 
it an act of simple justice and duty, and my 
experience has been the experience of all whose 
names I enclose, and that of many others whose 
names have passed from my memory, 

[I will only add that I am an old resident of 
Washington, and well-known to the parties whose 
names and addresses I send herewith for your 
private information. Trusting that your love of 
truth and justice to all mediums may prevail 
upon you to give the foregoing words to the 
public through your journal—I am, &c., 

Mrs. Many C. Levy. 

Mission Avenue, No. 457. 

Washington, Dv: 


Mr. Houits-Binninas gave a séance to a small circle 
assembled at Mrs. Makdougall Gregory’s house in 
Green Street, Grosvenor Square, Wednesday, Jan. 21. 
Besides the usual communications from “Ski,” there 
were several whispered conversations carried on with 
difforent members of the circle. A clergyman of the 
Church of England, who was present, had the thread 
of a conversation taken up by a spirit where it had 
been broken off seven years before, and he professed 
himself perfectly satisfied with the genuineness of the 
voice, which was very peculiar and distinctly audible 
to thoso sitting on either side of the clergyman who 
was addressed, 


